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In my last editorial I announced that I was taking up John’s
role as executive editor, and the addition of Michael Manga
to the board at the start of this year. Now, IAVCEI by-laws
have been revised and stipulate 4-yr terms for the Bulletin’s
editor and associate editors, so the IAVCEI executive
committee has requested that associate editors serving prior
to 2006 be allowed to step down and “new blood” be
brought onto the board. In addition, the number of papers
arriving has increased, so the number of associate editors
on the board will be enlarged to reduce the burden on
associate editors and speed up manuscript handling.

Retiring associate editors are Jocelyn McPhie, Raffaello
Cioni, Don Dingwell, Andy Harris, Hugo Delgado Granados,
Maurizio Ripepe and Setsuya Nakada. They have all provided
great service to the journal, and I and I know also John Stix are
very grateful for their contributions.

Steve Self has since the previous editorial taken up
duties as AE in charge of soliciting, facilitating, and
handling review papers. Grant Heiken stepped down as
book-review editor, and Karoly Németh has been very
effective in taking up this role. In conjunction with the
retirements, more new appointments have been made since
August. Thorvaldur Thordarson, Clive Oppenheimer, Eliza
Calder, James Gardner, Agust Gudmundsson, Vern Man-
ville, and Sonia Calvari are the newest associate editors,
and it’s great to have them onboard. It’s great too that
Jeremy Phillips, Pierre Delmelle, MA Clynne and Ben van
Wyk de Vries are continuing, so though it is a big shakeup,
it isn’t total. A few more people will join the board over the

coming weeks and months, and will be announced in due
course.

Arrivals of new papers have been increasing, with the
number in the past year equalling that of the previous year
plus four special issues, a nearly 40% year-on-year
increase. From 1st July 2010 to 30th June 2011 there were
130 manuscripts submitted to the journal: 84 of those are
with reviewers or associate editors, 7 were rejected at
submission, 16 rejected in review, and 23 are online or
accepted being processed. In August we showed only 12
papers still in the system from before July 2010. Many
book reviews are already online, with more in process.
With the increase in submissions, the Bulletin is enlarging;
it will stay at 10 issues/year for 2012, but with added pages
per issue to accommodate increased numbers.

A noteworthy change is that future Special Issues will be
initiated and processed by Guest Editors as always, but as
individual manuscripts are completed they will move
directly to approval and online publication, rather than
awaiting assembly of the full issue. This should allow
Special Issue articles to be processed at about the same
speed as regular articles in the journal.

Both authors and editors can look forward to changes
coming to the Bulletin with online document handling
using Editorial Manager, which will be in operation by the
time of AGU in December. The online system should speed
things up a bit, and there will be automated correspondence
flying around in the usual way. The goal for the Bulletin is
that it retain its reputation for high editorial standards and a
personal touch while taking advantage of the online system
to decrease time to publication, largely by avoiding various
glitches that happen when papers go astray in email, and to
some degree with reminders to reviewers and to revising
authors. At the end of next year there will be another
important change with a shift to “consecutive publishing”,
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which will get rid of the period of manuscript limbo in
which papers are in final format and have a doi, but not
their final citation data with volume and pages.

It is a pleasure to announce that Springer has made
available new online-only subscription rates for IAVCEI
members for the coming year of 2012 at 40 € (print version
80 €). I know that a greatly increased number of institutions
now have online access to the journal through multi-
institution subscription packages, but these reduced rates
for IAVCEI members also bring the journal within easy
reach of those working outside of institutions, or at

institutions with restricted budgets. If you’re reading this
editorial, you should be a member of IAVCEI. It’s now
possible to join the association at no cost, so join now if
you’re not already a member. Better yet, become a
contributing member, and help IAVCEI continue its support
for volcanology research, conferences, and student travel.

In closing, I’d like to again welcome our new members
to the editorial board, and thank the continuing members
for their ongoing good work. We’re all looking forward to
working with you, our authors and readers, to get more
great volcanology into publication.
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