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We read with interest the letter to the editor regarding the two
lice treatments, which had shown different degrees of flam-
mability (10.1007/s00436-017-5637-1).

1. We used exactly the same method in all 22 tested lice
treatments to ignite the hair samples. The process was also
documented by a movie camera. Thus, the different intensity
of flammability might be explained by a different age of the
two sold bottles, which contained the same product sold under
different trade names. Another possibility is that the varying
light inflammation and heavy effects are based on other rea-
sons (different storage temperatures, etc.).

2. The lacking indication of flammability on the outside of
the package of Elimax shampoo might also be easily

explained by occasional misprints of the package. However,
the German leaflet of Elimax shampoo does not contain infor-
mation on flammability.

In any way, it is good to hear that the proven flammability
can be avoided, if the user reads your user instructions. This is
important, since misuse has led to severe skin burning in other
cases using flammable lice treatment products.

3. We have corrected the reported producer information.
Table 1 is corrected in a separate correction https://doi.org/
10.1007/s00436-017-5655-z 3.
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