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I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as the
new Editor-in-Chief of Parasitology Research, an appoint-
ment that I consider not only a great honour but also as a great
responsibility and a commitment to the field of Parasitology.

Founded in 1928 as BZeitschrift für Parasitenkunde^,
Parasitology Research is one of the most traditional parasito-
logical journals. In 1975, the journal received its English title
Parasitology Research (initially also Parasitologic Research),
which was in the first years used in addition to the German
title. Starting with volume 73 in 1987, the journal has been
published in English.

The journal’s founder and first Editor-in-Chief was Arndt
Michael Albrecht Hase (1928–1961). He was followed by
Gerhard Piekarski (1962–1982), Bronislaw M. Honigberg

(1974–1990), Wolfgang Wülker (1974–1990) and Joachim
Eckert (1977–1982).

In 1982, HeinzMehlhorn took over as Editor-in-Chief, first
together with Hanns M. Seitz (1982–1986), and then, from
1990 onwards, together with Bill Chobotar. They have done
a tremendous job over the past more than 30 years. During
these years, Parasitology Research has seen an almost tenfold
increase in the number of submissions, it has grown from a
bimonthly to a monthly journal and its citation factor has
almost doubled. I would here like to express my admiration
and deepest gratitude for all their achievements and thank both
of them for encouraging me to take on this position. To me—
and I assume to many others—, Parasitology Research is very
tightly linked to these two preeminent parasitologists and it
will not be easy to fill their shoes.

Although parasitology is a relatively small discipline, the
field itself is vast. Approximately 50% of all animals and
protozoa have a parasitic lifestyle, and the importance of par-
asites and their impact, not only on the lives of humans and
animals but also on the evolution of the biodiversity of life, are
considerable. Around half of the world’s population is infect-
ed with Toxoplasma gondii; around one billion each are
infested with Ascaris lumbricoides, Trichuris trichiura and
hookworms; and of course, malaria is—despite great achieve-
ments—still one of the most important infectious diseases.
Parasites have not only significantly shaped the immune sys-
tems of their respective hosts but also their genomes,
proteomes, glycomes and lipidomes; the full dimension of
these fascinating interactions remains to be elucidated.

And the field of parasitology is growing, which is also
reflected by the increasing number of journals in the field and
by long-established journals widening their scope. Parasitology
Research has always had a broad scope covering all aspects of
parasitology, bringing together not only human and veterinary
medicine but also biology, biochemistry, immunology, and other
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disciplines; and it is important to me to uphold this tradition. My
vision is to have a prospering journal that continues to publish
high-quality research papers in the various sections of parasitol-
ogy, thereby bridging the traditional disciplines with new and
interdisciplinary research fields. The steadily rising number of
manuscripts submitted however, necessitates a restructuring of
the Editorial Board, with the implementation of a system of
specialized Section Editors for all major sub-fields of parasitolo-
gy. I am confident that strong and skilful teamwork will guaran-
tee a continuing timely processing of the submitted manuscripts
also in the future.

I personally have strong ties to this journal. It was
Parasitology Research, where I published my first scientific
paper in 1999. I was then still a PhD student, and I may say
that like a parasite with its host, I have somehow co-evolved
with my functions for the journal, first as a co-author, later a
corresponding author and a reviewer, and finally also a mem-

ber of the Editorial Board. Horst Aspöck, my mentor, whom I
would like to gratefully acknowledge, introduced me to the
journal and also to the scientific community behind the jour-
nal. Not only can I thankfully state that several of the Editors
of Parasitology Research shaped my understanding of and
expertise in Parasitology, but I also learnt a significant part
of what I know from papers published in this journal. I am
thus particularly happy and proud that I am now gaining the
opportunity to dedicate myself to Parasitology Research and
take on the position of Editor-in-Chief, and also of being the
first woman in this position.

Lastly, I want to thank the many people who have sup-
ported the journal in the past years in various functions, as
editors, as reviewers and most importantly, of course, as
authors. I sincerely hope that this commitment will con-
tinue in the future and I am looking forward to a fruitful
collaboration.
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