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Dear Editor,
We read the article titled BA clinical scoring system to predict
the development of intraventricular hemorrhage (IVH) in pre-
mature infants by Oskun Y, Isik S, Bayram T, Urgun K,
Sakarya S, Akman I^ [1] published in your esteemed journal
Childs Nervous System 2017 Oct 12, with great interest. The
authors have presented a simple to use and easy to understand
scoring system for prediction of IVH. However, certain points
need to be highlighted for further clarification of the readers.
Although authors have covered most of the risk factors for
IVH, some other important details would have been appreci-
ated, like cord ABG would have been a better marker for fetal
acidosis than APGAR scores; details and duration of transport
for extramural neonates would have been more informative.
Similarly, during postnatal period in NICU, there are several
other risk factors known to cause IVH; therefore, one would
like to know about pain scores, number of needle pricks, noise
levels, light exposure, rapid boluses, metabolic abnormalities,
and abnormal weight changes. Furthermore, the information
about severity of bleeding diathesis and thrombocytopenia
would have added more weight to the study results. Reader
would also be interested about the details of the person who
did the cranial ultrasound and the cause of death in neonates
who were excluded from the study as many of themmay have
had IVH.

Recently, a multicenter trial on risk factors for IVH report-
ed antenatal steroid treatment (OR 0.3, CI [0.2–0.6]) and cae-
sarian section without uterine contraction (OR 0.6, CI [0.4–
0.9]) to be protective. They also reported RDS (OR 5.6, CI
[1.3–24.2]), pneumothorax (OR 2.8, CI [1.4–5.5]), and use of

catecholamines (OR 2.7, CI [1.7–4.5]) to be associated with
an increased risk of IVH [2]. Several predictive models for
IVH have been reported from time to time. These include
heart rate variability-based model from Tuzcu et al. [3] (70%
sensitivity, 79% specificity), time series analysis of blood
pressure, and respiratory signals model by Huvanandana J
et al. [4] (sensitivity > 90%, specificity of 75%).

In conclusion, there are many well-defined risk factors
for IVH, and to delineate the role of each of these risk
factors, one needs to conduct a multicenter randomized
control trial.
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