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The book Atlas of Infections in Neurosurgery and Spinal
Surgery covers most common, but still controversial owing
to the limited individual experience, infectious conditions
seen in neurosurgical and spinal practices and requiring surgi-
cal interventions. It is an excellent issue divided in five sec-
tions containing a total of 30 chapters: a general introduction,
craniocerebral infections, vertebro medullary infections, in-
fections following cranial and spinal surgery, and a section
describing the most important specific pathogens and other
particular conditions. Each section allows an easy and enjoy-
able reading and provides a complete reference list useful for
readers desiring a deeper insight into a specific subject.

The first two chapters devoted to basic information (clas-
sification, sources of infections, laboratory collections, and
sample processing), thirteen about infections of the brain
and its coverings, five concerning infections of the spine and
its coverings, two comprising surgical site infections in cranial
and spinal surgeries, and the remainder eight chapters related
to specific pathogens and other particular conditions, even
though there is some overlapping between various chapters.
Each chapter within the book has an epidemiology and etiol-
ogy, clinical presentation, imaging features, laboratory find-
ings, treatment options, and outcome subsections. In each of

them, the involvement of each lesion and area is dealt with in a
brief and easy-to-comprehend manner. In particular, each of
neuroimaging and laboratory abnormalities is then linked to
their clinical features, treatment procedures, and surgical
views to encourage a smooth and easy practical integration.
At the end of the book, a subject index with appropriate key
words facilitates the search of information.

In summary, the book with its 343 pages is easy to hand
and it is well documented as a reliable and accurate education-
al tool, easy to consult and enjoyable to read.

Especially intended for young neurosurgeons, this compre-
hensive visual encyclopedia can become an excellent refer-
ence book also for experienced neurosurgeons as well as neu-
rologists, rheumatologists, radiologists, ENTsurgeons, micro-
biologists, pathologists, and infectious disease specialists.
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