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Sea: implications for the use of radium as a tracer
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Abstract Activities of the naturally occurring radium
nuclides 2*®Ra, *?°Ra, ?**Ra and ?*Ra were determined
in waters of the open German Bight and adjacent nearshore
areas in the North Sea, in order to explore the potential use
of radium isotopes as natural tracers of land—ocean
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interaction in an environment characterised by extensive
tidal flats, as well as riverine and groundwater influx. Data
collected at various tidal phases from the Weser Estuary
(*®Ra: 46.3+4.6; **°Ra: 17.1+1.1; ***Ra: 26.1+8.2 to
36.5+6.1; **Ra: 1.840.1 to 4.0+0.4), tidal flats near
Sahlenburg (***Ra: 39.3+3.8 to 46.0+4.5; **Ra: 15.5+
1.5 to 16.5+1.7; **Ra: 34.3+2.2 to 85.3+6.3; **’Ra: 3.6+
0.5 to 8.0+1.2), freshwater seeps on tidal flats near
Sahlenburg (**®Ra: 42.1+4.1; **°Ra: 21.3+2.2; ***Ra:
5.1£0.9; **Ra: 2.6+1.3) and also in permanently inundat-
ed parts of the North Sea (***Ra: 23.0+2.3 to 28.2+2.8;
22°Ra: 8.2+0.8 to 11.8+1.2; ***Ra: 3.1£1.0 to 10.1+0.9;
*$Ra: 0.1£0.02 to 0.9+0.05; units: disintegrations per
minute per 100 kg water sample) reveal that, except for the
fresh groundwater, the potential end-members of nearshore
water mass mixing have quite similar radium signatures,
excluding a simple discrimination between the sources.
However, the decreasing activities of the short-lived ***Ra
and **’Ra isotopes recorded towards the island of Helgo-
land in the central German Bight show a potential to
constrain fluxes of land-derived material to the open North
Sea. The largest source for all radium isotopes is generally
found on the vast tidal flats and in the Weser Estuary.
Future work could meaningfully combine this so-called
radium quartet approach with investigations of radon
activity. Indeed, preliminary data from a tidal flat site with
fresh groundwater seepage reveal a 2*’Rn signal that is
clearly lower in seawater.

Introduction

The German Bight in the south-eastern North Sea,
including the Wadden Sea that is listed as a UNESCO
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World Heritage Site, is a coastal region of enormous
ecological and economical importance, extensively used
for transportation, fishing, tourism and, more recently,
energy generation by offshore wind parks. Environmental
conditions depend strongly on the exchange between land
and sea, in particular on the balance between particle
deposition and erosion, and dissolved land—sea fluxes of
freshwater, nutrients and contaminants. Such fluxes can be
difficult to constrain, however, as the tracking of diffuse
sources is often complicated (Gallardo and Marui 2006;
Burnett et al. 2006). Naturally occurring radiotracers could
conveniently be used for this purpose, as their loss due to
radioactive decay with increasing distance from the source
can be used to constrain the rates of supply, as well as the
transport away from the source by mixing and advection.

Hydrological restoration represents a major current chal-
lenge along the south-eastern North Sea coast (Reise 2005;
van der Hagen et al. 2008). Moreover, weather-dependent
fluctuations in the residence time of Wadden Sea tidal water
masses have recently been hypothesised as pivotal in
controlling regional eutrophication (van Beusekom et al.
2008), and is has been shown that pore waters from tidal
flats represent an important part of the nutrient and carbon
cycle in the North Sea (Billerbeck et al. 2006a, b). Therefore,
additional tracers that could improve evaluations of ground-
water and pore water discharge, water mass residence times
or exchange rates would be a useful tool in this environment.

The suite of naturally occurring radon (**’Rn) and
radium isotopes (**’Ra, **Ra, **°Ra and ***Ra) have been
widely used to quantify estuarine and ocean mixing
processes, as well as submarine groundwater discharge to
the coastal zone (e.g. Rama and Moore 1996; Moore 2000a,
b; Charette et al. 2003; Burnett et al. 2006). All four natural
Ra isotopes are produced by the decay of different isotopes
of thorium (Th), a highly particle-reactive element. The
decay of Th sorbed to particles represents a continuous
source of the more soluble Ra to seawater. In turn, >**Rn is
produced by the decay of **°Ra. It has been shown to be a
powerful tracer of submarine groundwater discharge,
especially if losses to the atmosphere can be quantified
(Cable et al. 1996; Burnett and Dulaiova 2003; Stieglitz et
al. 2010).

The distribution, enrichment and depletion of Ra and Rn
isotopes in the water column depend on their production
and radioactive decay, as well as the ambient hydrodynamic
and physicochemical conditions (e.g. Key et al. 1985;
Burnett et al. 2006; Ku and Luo 2008). In freshwater, Ra
tends to sorb to particles, whereas in seawater it is found
primarily in the dissolved form (Li et al. 1977). Therefore,
desorption occurs during estuarine mixing, due mainly to
the effect of increasing ionic strength (/) at higher salinity—
that is, the partition coefficient of Ra varies inversely with 7
(Li et al. 1977; Moore et al. 1995; Webster et al. 1995;
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Krest et al. 1999; Charette et al. 2008). A similar effect takes
place within freshwater aquifers, where radium adsorbed
onto the surface of particles (Porcelli 2008) becomes
mobilised when seawater infiltrates and replaces freshwater
in the pore spaces. This process takes place frequently in
aquifers within the tidal zone, as found in our study area.

Due to their short half-lives, both ***Ra (t;,,=3.7 days)
and **’Ra (t;»,=11.4 days) can serve as tracers of
hydrological processes over relatively short timescales
(days, weeks), characterising exchange fluxes along the
river—estuary—coastal zone continuum, or the movement of
water masses over continental shelves. On such short
timescales, radioactive decay does not significantly affect
the activities of **°Ra (t;,=1,600 years) and 228Ra (tp=
5.8 years). Therefore, the combined activities of all four
radium isotopes, the so-called radium quartet, can be used
to study the exchange of water masses between different
compartments of the coastal ocean on various temporal and
spatial scales (Rama and Moore 1996).

The German Bight unifies several key processes that
would be expected to be mirrored in the distribution of Ra
and Rn isotopes, including sediment—water exchange in
estuaries and on extensive tidal flats, some influenced by
freshwater seepage, as well as mixing between nearshore
and offshore water masses. Despite a wealth of information
dealing with this subject matter for this region, to date there
exist only very localised data based on the Ra approach
(Schnetger et al. 2001; Shaw 2003) and, to our knowledge,
no Ra data from the North Sea are available in the peer-
reviewed literature.

In order to close this gap and to explore the potential use
of Ra and Ra isotopes as tracers of land—ocean exchange in
the North Sea, we studied the concentrations of all four
naturally occurring radium isotopes in potential nearshore
mixing end-members, and in the open German Bight. Our
study aims at finding possibly distinctive isotopic signa-
tures of the potential end-members and, based on the
results, we explore the possibilities to disentangle contri-
butions of individual hydrological compartments of the
Wadden Sea to the German Bight.

Materials and methods
Study areas

Water samples were collected in three main study areas in
the German Bight (Fig. la, b), these being a corridor
extending from the barrier islands of Langeoog and
Spiekeroog (East Frisian Wadden Sea) offshore to the
island of Helgoland (Fig. 1c), an open tidal flat site
influenced by freshwater seepage near the settlement of
Sahlenburg (Fig. 1d), and the outer Weser Estuary (Fig. le).
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Fig. 1 Location maps of the North Sea (a) and the German Bight (b),
as well as sampling locations (squares) in the open North Sea (c), the
Sahlenburg intertidal flats (d) and the Weser Estuary (e). The
bathymetry is shown in metres. NS North Sea transect sites, #f tidal

The Wadden Sea covers approximately 9,300 km* of the
Southern North Sea (Grunwald et al. 2009). The tides are
semidiurnal, and the region can be divided into two mesotidal
sections (tidal range <3.5 m), characterised by barrier islands
and back-barrier tidal flats, and a macrotidal section (tidal
range >3.5 m) consisting of open, unprotected tidal flats lining
the inner German Bight. The back-barrier tidal flats, including
estuaries, have been estimated to cover 3,364 km® (Grunwald
et al. 2009). Century-long diking activities and land reclama-
tion have resulted in an overall paucity of true mudflats in the
region (sediments with mud contents exceeding 95%; mud=
<63 um fraction), and a dominance of sand flats (mud
contents of <5%) and so-called mixed flats (for various
sediment classification schemes, see Flemming 2000). The
effects of this Wadden Sea squeeze (Delafontaine et al. 2000;
Mai and Bartholoma 2000) are less pronounced in protected
embayments (e.g. Jade Bay) that can accommodate fine-
grained sediment deposition, and in tidal flats nourished by
estuarine silts and clays (e.g. Sahlenburg tidal flats). Sediment
reworking and destabilisation are caused by burrowing
organisms and deposit feeders (bioturbation), as well as

8.3°E 8.6°E

8.6°E

84°E 8.5°E

flat site, B Blexen, Bhv Bremerhaven, E Elbe Estuary, W Weser
Estuary; JB Jade Bay, L Langeoog, S Spiekeroog, H Helgoland, Sbh
Sahlenburg

physical disturbance by tidal currents and storm events (e.g.
Widdows et al. 2000; Volkenborn et al. 2009).

The main freshwater input to the German Bight originates
from the Elbe and Weser rivers and a number of smaller
streams, draining through sluice gates in the dikes. Very
localised, fresh groundwater discharge occurs, for example,
near Sahlenburg (cf. Gabriel et al. 2003) or near the island of
Sylt (cf. Zipperle and Reise 2005). At the site near
Sahlenburg (Fig. 1b), a mainland aquifer extends ca.
0.5 km onto the tidal flats, discharging fresh groundwater
at scattered springs (“sand boils”, according to Li et al
1996). Those at the Sahlenburg site are 102 to 3*10" ' m in
diameter. During flooding tide, when the pressure gradient
increases due to the overlying body of water, the punctual
groundwater discharge at the sample site decreases to a
minimum value of 21 mL minute ' (30 Lday '), but the
hydraulic gradient never allows the seawater to penetrate the
freshwater aquifer. At low tide, the discharge increases to
about 35 mL minute ' (50 Lday '; Kurtz 2004).

To the south of the Sahlenburg tidal flats, the Weser
River estuary is associated with a mean discharge of
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323 m® s' (Schuchardt et al. 1993), representing the
second-largest freshwater source for the German Bight,
after the Elbe River. The outer estuary is characterised by a
funnel-like morphology with extensive open tidal flats. The
mean tidal range exceeds 3.5 m, but water levels are also
influenced by strong winds. Due to high current velocities
in the estuary (Schuchardt et al. 1993), the water is
generally well mixed and highly turbid, with a weakly
stratified salt wedge. Highly mobile fluid mud layers >1 m
in thickness have been observed, particularly at slack water
(Schrottke et al. 2006). Average salinities near the city of
Bremerhaven (Fig. 1c, own data) were found to range from
3—15 psu, decreasing to 1 psu at the tidal freshwater reach
further upstream.

Sampling
Open North Sea transect

During cruise 234 of the RV Heincke (18-22 July 2005),
water samples were taken at six locations (NSO to NS5)
along an open North Sea transect of ~60 km (Fig. 1c).
Locations NSO and NS1 were east and west respectively
of the Otzumer Balje tidal inlet, on the shoreface of the
islands of Spiekeroog and Langeoog. Locations NS2 to
NS5 extended N-NE further offshore up to Helgoland.
The water samples were analyzed for >**Ra, ***Ra, **Ra
and **®Ra isotopes (albeit long-lived isotopes not on all
samples). It should be noted that the wind situation
changed drastically during the sampling period, with
calm conditions during the sampling of NSO and NSI,
and a storm event during the following transect to
Helgoland.

Tidal flat

On 18 June 2004 and again 18 June 2006, surface seawater
samples were collected from the Sahlenburg tidal flat near
the permanent coastline (rectangle d in Fig. 1b; label tf in
Fig. 1d) immediately after low and high tide (samples tf in
Table 1, taken at flooding and ebbing tide). Groundwater
samples were taken from nearby scattered freshwater
springs at low tide on 18 June 2004. Here, all the samples
were analyzed for 223Ra, 224Ra, 226Ra and ***Ra isotopes,
as well as ***Rn.

Weser Estuary

In the Weser Estuary, water samples were collected near the
city of Blexen from aboard the RV Heincke on 21 July
2005 (Fig. le). An earlier batch of samples had been taken
on 3 July 2002 near the city of Bremerhaven, directly from
the shore (Handelshafen). In both cases, sampling was
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every 1-2 h over one tidal cycle, i.e. including high, low,
flooding and ebbing tide phases.

Activities of ***Ra and ?**Ra were determined in all
samples from the two locations. *?°Ra and *?*Ra
activities were determined only in the Blexen samples
taken at high tide, as the high suspended particle loads
from low tide samples hampered filtration, and high
particle loads interfere with subsequent analysis by
gamma spectroscopy.

226Ra and %*®Ra measurements

From each sample, 40 L of water was filtered through a
1 pm pore size filter (Hytrex filter cartridges, 12 inch
length). Radium was co-precipitated as Ba(Ra)SO, and
stored sealed for 3—4 weeks to enable the short-lived
daughters 2'*Pb, 2'*Bi and **®Ac to equilibrate with their
parent radionuclides **°Ra and ***Ra (Moore 1984). The
activities of **°Ra and ***Ra were then determined by
gamma-ray spectrometry using a high-purity germanium
well-type detector. Standard aliquots of known activities
analyzed under conditions identical to those of the water
samples were used as reference material.

223Ra and ?**Ra measurements

Radium was extracted usually from 40 to 90 L of sample
water in each case, these volumes having been shown to be
in the optimum range for minimising counting errors
(Garcia-Solsona et al. 2008). Occasionally, lower volumes
were processed because of high particle loads or limited
availability (fresh groundwater). The samples were passed
through a manganese-oxide-impregnated acrylic fibre at
flow rates <0.5 Lminute ', which results in a good
quantitative adsorption of Ra (Reid et al. 1979). Activities
of ?**Ra and ?**Ra were then determined using a radium
delayed coincidence counter (RaDeCC), a nuclear counter
system suitable for low-activity measurements in natural
waters (Moore and Arnold 1996). Analyses of the Bremer-
haven (2002) estuarine samples were performed in air as
carrier gas. The decay of these samples was monitored by
repeated (every 2-3 days) measurements over 2 weeks to
verify the concentrations of individual radionuclides via
their half-life, and to exclude artefacts of counts from the
22*Ra-decay chain that may occur in the *'’Rn channel
(Garcia-Solsona et al. 2008). All other samples were
analyzed in He as carrier gas. Due to generally low
absolute ***Ra activities in these samples, no significant
spillover of counts from the ***Ra channel to the **’Ra
channel was expected, and no second counting for **’Ra
was performed in this case.

The amounts of short-lived **’Ra and ***Ra radionuclides
were derived from the emanation of their daughter radio-
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Table 1 Ra isotopes in groundwater (Sahlenburg), and waters of the
southern North Sea (NS North Sea transect), a German Wadden Sea
tidal flat at Sahlenburg and the Weser Estuary (B Blexen, Bhv

Bremerhaven) at different tidal stages. Flooding and ebbing refer to
the inundation stage directly after low and high tide respectively. n.d.
Not determined, » sample size

Location Sampling  Tide Salinity ***Ra 22Ra 228Ra:*°Ra ***Ra *2Ra 22%Ra:***Ra
date (psu)  (dpm 100 kg™") (dpm 100 kg ") (dpm 100 kg™") (dpm 100 kg ")
NS5 (offshore) 20 July 05 32 5.3£0.5 (n=2) 0.3+£0.03 17.7
NS4 20 July 05 33 23.0+£2.3 (n=2) 8.2+0.8 2.8 2.0£0.6 (n=2) 0.1+0.02 20.0
NS3 20 July 05 33 4.1£1.0 (n=2) 0.6+0.05 6.8
NS2 20 July 05 32 3.1+1.0 (n=2) 0.4+0.04 7.8
NS1 20 July 05 32 10.1+0.9 (n=2) 0.9+0.05 11.2
NSO (nearshore) 19 July 05 High n.d. 28.242.8 (n=2) 11.8+1.2 2.4 9.4+3.0 (n=2) 0.9+0.2 10.4
NSO 19 July 05 Low n.d. 35.143.5 (n=2) 13.8+1.4 2.6 20.3+6.1 (n=2) 1.240.1 16.9
Tidal flat (tf) 18 June 06 Flooding 28 39.3+3.8 (n=3) 16.5+1.7 23 34.3+2.2 (n=3) 3.6+0.5 9.5
18 June 06 Ebbing 26 46.0+4.5 (n=3) 15.5+1.5 2.9 85.3+6.3 (n=3) 8.0+1.2 10.7
Weser Estuary (B) 21 July 05 High 18 46.3+4.6 (n=2) 17.1+1.7 2.6 26.1+8.2 (n=2) 1.8+0.1 14.5
21 July 05 Low 12 36.5+6.1 (n=2) 2.5+0.2 14.6
Weser Estuary (Bhv) 3 July 02  High 15 31.6x1.1 (n=3) 4.0+0.4 7.9
3July 02 Low 6 36.1£1.0 (n=3) 3.0+0.5 12.0
Fresh groundwater 18 June 04 Low 0.7  42.1+4.1 (n=3) 21.342.2 2.0 5.1£0.9 (n=3) 2.6£1.3 2.0

nuclides *°Rn and 2"’Rn respectively. In order to limit
device-specific errors, each measurement was repeated two
or three times using multiple RaDeCC channels. Blank
determination was performed using a manganese-oxide-
impregnated fibre that had been flushed with de-ionised
water. A final measurement of the samples was conducted
after several weeks in order to determine the supported **Ra
and ***Ra. The parent of ***Ra, **’Ac, has been shown to be
somewhat elevated in coastal areas, potentially causing a
small but regionally variable amount of supported **’Ra
(Geibert et al. 2008).

222Rn measurements

In each case, a 10 mL water sample was collected in a syringe
pre-filled with 10 mL of a non-evaporating, water-immiscible
scintillation cocktail (di-isopropylnaphthalene, Hidex Maxi-
light) to prevent outgassing from the aqueous phase. **’Rn
activities were determined in the home laboratory, using a
portable single tube liquid scintillation counter (Triathler®
LSC). As **?Rn has a much higher affinity for the organic
solvent, it was extracted from the aqueous phase by short,
vigorous shaking of the sample. The mixture was then
allowed to stand for 3 h in order to separate the phases and to
equilibrate radon with its a-emitting daughters *'*Po and
219po (Purkl and Eisenhauer 2004). The excess Rn concen-
tration, **’Rn.,, was determined in a second extraction step
after 4 weeks, when **’Rn had equilibrated with its parent
radionuclide ***Ra (Purkl and Eisenhauer 2004). Blank levels
for this method are extremely low (a few counts per day),

making the LSC particularly suitable for Rn measurements
on very small volumes.

Salinity

Salinity data for the open North Sea transect were obtained
from the physical oceanography group onboard the RV
Heincke. Other salinity data are own conductivity-based
measurements.

Error handling

The uncertainties for the radium isotope analyzes were
determined by applying the principle of error propagation,
including decay, uncertainty in the efficiency determination,
and chance coincidence corrections (for the RaDeCC),
following the strategy presented in Giffin et al. (1963) and
Moore and Arnold (1996). The error of the blank
correction, considered to be small compared to the effects
of efficiency determination, was not propagated for the
short-lived Ra isotopes. The detector efficiency for the
long-lived Ra isotope measurements was 12 and 10% for
226Ra and ?*®Ra respectively. The efficiency of the
RaDeCC varied between 27% (***Ra) and 21% (***Ra) in
helium, and it was only ~25% (***Ra) and ~17% (***Ra) in
air, consistent with the findings of Moore (2008). The
moisture content of the fibres and, consequently, efficiency
were found to be more variable when air was used as carrier
gas. The uncertainties for **’Rn were determined by simple
counting statistics.
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Results
228Ra and **°Ra

The offshore activities of the long-lived Ra isotopes were in
general lower than in nearshore waters (see Fig. 2, Table 1).
Activities of *®Ra (in dpm 100 kg™ ') were 35.1+3.5 during
low tide at nearshore site NSO (presumably a signal from
the back-barrier tidal flat), decreasing to 28.2+2.8 at high
tide, and only 23.0+£2.3 at the offshore site NS4 near
Helgoland. **°Ra activities were 13.8+1.4 dpm 100 kg '
during low tide at site NSO, 11.8+1.2 during high tide at
site NSO, and 8.2+0.8 at offshore site NS4.

Irrespective of the tidal phase, the values that were
recorded on the tidal flat (tf) were similar to the signal
originating from the nearshore site NSO at low tide along
the transect (cf. differences between ebbing and flooding
tide were within the measurement uncertainties for both
isotopes at tf). “**Ra was found to vary from 39.3+3.8 to
46+4.5, and **°Ra activity from 15.5+1.5 to 16.5+
1.7 dpm 100 kg '. Furthermore, the long-lived Ra activities
in the fresh groundwater discharging on the tidal flat were
quite similar, with **®Ra and **°Ra values of 42.1+4.1 and
21.3+2.2 dpm 100 kg ' respectively. The ***Ra and **°Ra
activities in the Weser Estuary at high tide were 46.3+4.6
and 17.1+1.7 dpm 100 kg ' respectively (Table 1), again
very similar to the other nearshore values, but significantly
different from the offshore values.

22%Ra and **Ra
North Sea transect

The highest ***Ra and ***Ra activities along the transect
were measured in the outflow of the back-barrier system
(site NSO, Table 1) at low tide, with 20.3+6.1 for ***Ra and
1.240.1 dpm 100 kg ' for ***Ra. Towards the open North
Sea, activities decreased to 2.0+0.6 for ***Ra and 0.10+
0.02 dpm 100 kg™ ' for ***Ra (Fig. 2b, c¢), slightly rising
again near Helgoland (site NS5). The salinity increased
slightly from 32 psu at site NS1 nearshore to 33 psu at site
NS4 further offshore.

Tidal flat and fresh groundwater

The highest activities of the short-lived Ra isotopes were
measured on water samples collected from the tidal flat
near Sahlenburg (up to 85.3+6.3 for ***Ra and 8.0+
1.2 dpm 100 kg™ ' for **Ra; see Table 1). The ***Ra
activities from the tidal flat, even during flooding tide
when only 34.3+2.2 dpm 100 kg~' was recorded, were
much higher than in the fresh groundwater discharging
from nearby sand boils (***Ra: 5.1+0.9 dpm 100 kg ).

@ Springer

The difference was less pronounced for the ***Ra activities
(3.6£0.5 to 8.0+1.2 on the tidal flat vs. 2.6+1.3 in the
fresh groundwater), associated with a very low
224Ra/***Ra ratio (Table 1). Distinctly higher ***Ra and
?23Ra activities were detected at ebbing tide, with values
rising to 85.3+6.3 and 8.0+1.2 dpm 100 kg™ ' respectively.
The salinity of seawater samples varied from 28 psu
(flooding tide) to 26 psu (ebbing tide), whereas the salinity
of the groundwater was found to be 0.7 psu, indicating its
origin from the freshwater aquifer that extends onto the
intertidal flat.

Weser Estuary

At the Bremerhaven (Bhv) and Blexen (B) sites (Fig. le),
temporal variations of activities were found to be related to
the tidal phase (Table 1, Fig. 3). The ***Ra activities were
26.1+8.2 to 36.5+£6.1 for B and 31.6+1.1 to 36.1+
1.0 dpm 100 kg ' for Bhv. The **’Ra activities ranged
from 1.840.1 to 2.5+0.2 for B and 3.0+0.5 to 4.0+
0.4 dpm 100 kg™' for Bhv. A peak in ***Ra activity was
observed with decreasing salinity during ebbing tide at the
Bhv site (Fig. 3d). A similar trend would be expected for
?2Ra, but errors for low **’Ra activity are too large to
allow a clear statement. The salinity was in the range of 15—
18 psu at high tide and 6-12 psu at low tide.

222Rn

Preliminary **’Rn measurements carried out on the
intertidal flat revealed that the activity of *?’Rn in
seawater was significantly lower than that in fresh
groundwater (234.4+40.4 dpm kg '). This was the case
at both flooding (46.9+8.8 dpm kg™ ') and ebbing tide
(66.7+11.2 dpm kg ).

Discussion
226Ra and **®Ra

Extensive continental shelf areas have been reported to be an
important source of ***Ra to the ocean (Moore 1981),
prominent examples being the Arctic and the Yellow Sea
(Rutgers van der Loeff et al. 1995, 2003; Kim et al. 2005).
The North Sea as a whole resembles these larger examples,
while the Wadden Sea, with its extensive intertidal flats,
constitutes a distinct situation within the North Sea, with
exceptionally strong water and sediment dynamics. To our
knowledge, we report here the first values for long-lived
radium isotopes from the North Sea, the Wadden Sea and the
Weser Estuary. As these are coastal environments influenced
by a large shelf area, we would expect to find comparatively
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Fig. 2 Maximum activities of natural Ra isotopes (dpm 100 kg ") and
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dates). In all cases, maximum activities were recorded during ebbing

high values determined largely by the residence time of
Atlantic waters in this shallower North Sea sector. Indeed,
open ocean “**Ra concentrations are typically much lower
than coastal concentrations as a consequence of decay and
mixing (Sarmiento et al. 1982).

Our activities for **Ra in the open North Sea (site NS4,
23.0+2.3 dpm 100 kg ') and in the Weser Estuary (23.0+

54.4°N

54.2°N

54°N

53.8°N

85°E 9°E

7°E 7.5°E 8°E

or at low tide. a Salinity (psu), b 223Ra, ¢ 2*Ra, d **°Ra, e ***Ra. For
orientation, see geographic features in Fig. 1b

2.3 dpm 100 kg ') are comparable to observations for the
Siberian shelves incorporating the Ob, Yenisey and Lena
estuaries, with values ranging from 3.3 dpm 100 kg™
towards the open Arctic Ocean up to 40.9 dpm 100 kg ' in
the estuary of the river Ob (Rutgers van der Loeff et al.
2003). Activities reported from another large shelf region, the
Yellow Sea, range from 3.4+0.8 to 68.9+1.1 dpm 100 kg ",
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Fig. 3 Temporal variations of short-lived Ra isotopes (black) and salinity (white) in the Weser Estuary at Blexen (a **°Ra, b 22*Ra; 21 July 2005)
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with values often at the higher end of the range (Kim et al.
2005). From a slightly smaller shelf region in the northeast
Gulf of Mexico, values ranging from 13.6 to
137.3 dpm 100 kg™ ' have been reported by Moore (2003).
This suggests that the North Sea is no exception to the
general trend of high **®Ra activities on extended continental
shelves due to release from sediments. Indeed, similar
activities have been reported from the South Atlantic Bight
(Moore 2000b), the Amazon shelf (Moore et al. 1995), and
the Mississippi and Atchafalaya rivers (Krest et al. 1999).

In contrast to 228Ra, 226Ra with a half-life of 1,600 years
is typically less variable in surface waters, but it has
previously been found to show some variation with water
mass (Ku and Luo 1994, 2008). Typical values of about
7 dpm 100 kg~ have been reported from the North Atlantic
(Broecker et al. 1976), with relatively little variation as a
result of the long half-life of the isotope. Our data for the
German Bight of the North Sea (site NS4: 8.2+
0.8 dpm 100 kg ') reveal a similar concentration for
22°Ra, confirming the North Atlantic origin of North Sea
waters, with little subsequent modification of the signal.

Summarising our findings for long-lived Ra isotopes at a
larger scale, we have demonstrated that **°Ra concentra-
tions in the open North Sea are very similar to those in the
North Atlantic, the former being only marginally more
elevated. ***Ra values indicate enrichment over the large
shelf area of the North Sea, consistent with findings from
other shelf regions.

@ Springer

Somewhat unrelated to the large-scale trends are the
long-lived Ra isotope activities in our fresh groundwater,
which originates from an aquifer related to a buried valley
from a past glacial period (Gabriel et al. 2003). With 42.1+
4.1 and 21.3+2.2 dpm 100 kg™' for ***Ra and **°Ra
respectively, they deviate considerably from values reported
for other coastal aquifers. For example, Rama and Moore
(1996) found ***Ra activities as high as 176 dpm 100 kg
in a seep of the North Inlet salt marsh near Georgetown,
South Carolina. More recently, Breier and Edmonds (2007)
measured high **°Ra (95-446 dpm 100 kg ') and ***Ra
(74-576 dpm 100 kg ') activities in the freshwater end-
member of a spring discharging in the Corpus Christi Bay
groundwater system of Texas. We explain the low radium
activity in our groundwater by the very low salinity
(0.7 psu), leading to a stronger adsorption onto particles.
The lack of pronounced enrichment of long-lived Ra
isotopes in fresh groundwater discharging in the intertidal
zone limits the use of ***Ra and **Ra isotope signals as
tracers of fresh localised groundwater inputs to the German
Bight. However, recirculated saline pore water or ground-
water would contribute to radium enrichment in the
Wadden Sea and, eventually, the open North Sea.

22 224
*Ra and #*Ra

The decrease in short-lived Ra isotopes observed along the
North Sea transect is consistent with the release from a
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main source of short-lived radium in the Wadden Sea and
its estuaries, and subsequent decay towards the open North
Sea. Although the decrease of ***Ra and ***Ra with
distance from the coastline resembles the results of studies
done elsewhere (e.g. the Gulf of Mexico, Moore and Krest
2004; the Amazon shelf, Moore et al. 1995), the absolute
magnitude of Ra activities in the open North Sea is
distinctly smaller. At a distance of 60 km offshore, only a
negligible activity of short-lived Ra was measured, whereas
in the Amazon shelf and the Gulf of Mexico, the decrease
of the coastal Ra signal could be followed over tens to
hundreds of kilometres. As a consequence of the fast decay
of short-lived Ra isotopes, and the strong dilution of Ra
derived from adjacent nearshore sources (i.e. the Weser
Estuary, tidal flats, and submarine groundwater), short-lived
Ra isotopes may be in the range of the detection limit
beyond Helgoland. In principle, the decrease of short-lived
Ra with distance from shore would allow constraining
horizontal mixing according to previous studies (Moore
2000b). However, the potential importance of Ra diffusing
from sediments in the offshore area would need to be
assessed in order to understand the overall Ra budget in the
German Bight of the North Sea, and the limited amount of
data on the offshore transect of the present study is not
sufficient to derive a robust mixing estimate.

On the tidal flat, distinct variations in *>*Ra and ***Ra
activity were measured as a function of the tidal stage. The
peak activities might be related to the turbulent flushing of
the sediment bed due to tidal disturbance, and possibly due
to bioirrigation. As the vast tidal flats are exposed to air
during low tide, which temporarily prevents a loss of newly
produced short-lived Ra, the inundation during flooding
tide causes an extensive flushing of the upper sediment
layers. We hypothesise that this flushing is assisted by
bioirrigation due to burrowing benthic organisms, causing a
stripping of radionuclides from particles after ebb tide.
Also, pore water from tidal flats lost to seawater during
ebbing tide (Billerbeck et al. 2006a, b) is likely to represent
an important source of Ra to the Wadden Sea.

In the Weser Estuary, the increasing Ra activities
observed during ebbing tide most probably result from the
radionuclide fraction that is adsorbed to particles under low
salinity conditions, and stripped off when brought in
contact with the tidal river water of higher ionic strength.
Li et al. (1977) showed that Ra is released in estuaries
during the mixing between freshwater and seawater. High
loads of suspended particles in the Weser Estuary, espe-
cially at low tide (Schrottke et al. 2006), may cause a
release of Ra within the water column, as a consequence of
both increasing salinity and decreasing particle concen-
trations, whereas hydraulic action of the tides can deliver
short-lived Ra from pore water and groundwater further
upstream, in combination leading to a delayed and more

complex response of Ra isotopes. Our results can be seen
only as a first indication of possible processes, and more
detailed sampling campaigns would be required to establish
a Ra budget for the Weser Estuary.

222R

During both flooding and ebbing tide, the ***Rn signal was
clearly lower in seawater than in fresh groundwater. Turbulent
mixing during inundation would support the mixing of **?Rn
in the overlying water and, consequently, outgassing at the
water—atmosphere interface. We expect that the overlying
water body of the intertidal flat would be too shallow to
develop a vertical “*’Rn activity gradient, especially as the
intertidal flat is partially exposed to air during low tide. Our
small dataset provides at least a preliminary indication of
activity levels that should prove useful in the future design of
more detailed studies. A particularly promising application is
the linking of the noble gas **’Rn to investigations of methane
(Grunwald et al. 2009), as this could help to constrain regional
budgets of gas release.

Conclusions

This paper presents a first dataset on four radium radio-
isotopes (the radium quartet) in the German Bight of the
North Sea. On a regional scale, the isotope distributions
were found to track primarily the mixing between nearshore
and offshore water masses. It was shown that localised
fresh groundwater discharge is most probably not an
important source of the short-lived **’Ra and ***Ra
isotopes in this environment. Rather, *’Ra and ***Ra are
released from the vast tidal flats during inundation, with a
potential contribution of diffuse fluxes from saline or
brackish groundwater. We found very similar activities of
both short- and long-lived Ra isotopes in all potential water
mass end-members, except for the waters of the open
German Bight. The Weser Estuary, the tidal flats near
Sahlenburg, and discharge originating from the back-barrier
tidal flats near Spiekeroog all have virtually identical
activities of **®Ra and **°Ra. These activities decrease
towards the open German Bight, revealing a potential for
constraining offshore fluxes of material originating in the
tidal zone on a scale of tens of km, but limiting the potential
discrimination of signals from sources like the Weser
Estuary, as well as back-barrier and unprotected tidal flats.
For the establishment of a Ra budget for the region, the
signatures from nearby the Elbe River and from possible Ra
fluxes from the sea floor in the open North Sea would be
required, especially as the Elbe has been shown to be the
main contributor of fresh water to our study area in
historical times (Scheurle and Hebbeln 2003).
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As an additional finding, we demonstrate for the first
time that *®Ra in the open German Bight is elevated,
comparable to the situation in other regions with extended
submerged shelf areas.

Acknowledgements We thank the microbiogeochemistry team of
the ICBM at the University of Oldenburg, in particular Olaf Dellwig,
for continuous cooperation and for the opportunity to take part in
cruise 234 of RV Heincke, and the Heincke crew for a safe journey
during stormy weather. Lauren Raghoo contributed to the analysis of a
part of the short-lived radium data. Special thanks go to Michiel
Rutgers van der Loeff, who developed this research field at AWI,
Bremerhaven and who, together with Hans Brumsack (ICBM),
initiated the precursor project DFG Ru 712-4. P.R. is supported by
the ‘Brains Back to Brussels’ award from the government of the
Brussels-Capital Region and by the VIDI award from the Netherlands
Organization for Scientific Research (NWO). This research was in part
funded by research grant GE1118-2 of the Deutsche Forschungsge-
meinschaft (DFG). W.G. is currently funded through the Scottish
Alliance for Geoscience, Environment and Society (SAGES). We
thank four reviewers and the associate editor for their constructive
assessments.

Open Access This article is distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution Noncommercial License which per-
mits any noncommercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author(s) and source are credited.

References

Billerbeck M, Werner U, Bosselmann K, Walpersdorf E, Huettel M
(2006a) Nutrient release from an exposed intertidal sand flat. Mar
Ecol Prog Series 316:35-51

Billerbeck M, Werner U, Polerecky L, Walpersdorf E, deBeer D,
Huettel M (2006b) Surficial and deep pore water circulation
governs spatial and temporal scales of nutrient recycling in
intertidal sand flat sediment. Mar Ecol Prog Series 326:61-76

Breier JA, Edmonds HN (2007) High Ra-226 and Ra-228 activities in
Nueces Bay, Texas indicate large submarine saline discharges.
Mar Chem 103:131-145

Broecker WS, Goddard J, Sarmiento JL (1976) Distribution of Ra-226
in Atlantic Ocean. Earth Planet Sci Lett 32:220-235

Burnett WC, Dulaiova H (2003) Estimating the dynamics of
groundwater input into the coastal zone via continuous radon-
222 measurements. J Environ Radioactivity 69:21-35

Burnett WC, Aggarwal PK, Aureli A, Bokuniewicz H, Cable JE,
Charette MA, Kontar E, Krupa S, Kulkarni KM, Loveless A,
Moore WS, Oberdorfer JA, Oliveira J, Ozyurt N, Povinec P,
Privitera AMG, Rajar R, Ramassur RT, Scholten J, Stieglitz T,
Taniguchi M, Turner JV (2006) Quantifying submarine ground-
water discharge in the coastal zone via multiple methods. Sci
Total Environ 367:498-543

Cable JE, Burnett WC, Chanton JP, Weatherly GL (1996) Estimating
groundwater discharge into the northeastern Gulf of Mexico
using radon-222. Earth Planet Sci Lett 144:591-604

Charette MA, Splivallo R, Herbold C, Bollinger MS, Moore WS
(2003) Salt marsh submarine groundwater discharge as traced by
radium isotopes. Mar Chem 84:113-121

Charette M, Moore WS, Burnett WC (2008) Uranium- and thorium-
series nuclides as tracers of submarine groundwater discharge. In:
Krishnaswami S, Cochran JK (eds) U-Th series nuclides in
aquatic systems. Elsevier, Amsterdam, pp 155-191

@ Springer

Delafontaine MT, Flemming BW, Mai S (2000) The Wadden Sea
squeeze as a cause of decreasing sedimentary organic loading. In:
Flemming BW, Delafontaine MT, Liebezeit G (eds) Muddy coast
dynamics and resource management. Proceedings in Marine
Science, vol 2. Elsevier, Amsterdam, pp 273-286

Flemming BW (2000) A revised textural classification of gravel-free
muddy sediments on the basis of ternary diagrams. Cont Shelf
Res 20:1125-1137

Gabriel G, Kirsch R, Siemon B, Wiederhold H (2003) Geophysical
investigation of buried Pleistocene subglacial valleys in Northern
Germany. J Applied Geophys 53:159-180

Gallardo AH, Marui A (2006) Submarine groundwater discharge: an
outlook of recent advances and current knowledge. Geo-Mar Lett
26(2):102-113. doi:10.1007/s00367-006-0021-7

Garcia-Solsona E, Garcia-Orellana J, Masque P, Dulaiova H (2008)
Uncertainties associated with Ra-223 and Ra-224 measurements
in water via a Delayed Coincidence Counter (RaDeCC). Mar
Chem 109:198-219

Geibert W, Charette M, Kim G, Moore WS, Street J, Young M,
Paytan A (2008) The release of dissolved actinium to the
ocean: a global comparison of different end-members. Mar
Chem 109:409-420

Giffin C, Kaufman A, Broecker W (1963) Delayed coincidence
counter for assay of actinon and thoron. J Geophys Res 68:1749—
1757

Grunwald M, Dellwig O, Beck M, Dippner JW, Freund JA, Kohlmeier
C, Schnetger B, Brumsack HJ (2009) Methane in the southern
North Sea: sources, spatial distribution and budgets. Estuarine
Coastal Shelf Sci 81:445-456

Key RM, Stallard RF, Moore WS, Sarmiento JL (1985) Distribution
and flux of Ra-226 and Ra-228 in the Amazon River estuary. J
Geophys Res—Oceans 90:6995-7004

Kim G, Ryu J-W, Yang H-S, Yun S-T (2005) Submarine groundwater
discharge (SGD) into the Yellow Sea revealed by 228Ra and
226Ra isotopes: implications for global silicate fluxes. Earth
Planet Sci Lett 237:156-166

Krest JM, Moore WS, Rama (1999) Ra-226 and Ra-228 in the mixing
zones of the Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers: indicators of
groundwater input. Mar Chem 64:129-152

Ku TL, Luo SD (1994) New appraisal of Ra-226 as a large-scale
oceanic mixing tracer. J Geophys Res—Oceans 99:10255-10273

Ku TL, Luo S (2008) Ocean circulation/mixing studies with decay-
series isotopes. In: Krishnaswami S, Cochran JK (eds) U-Th series
nuclides in aquatic systems. Elsevier, Amsterdam, pp 307-344

Kurtz S (2004) Grundwasseraustrittsstellen im Sahlenburger Watt:
Methoden zur Beprobung von Fluiden und Bilanzierung des
Grundwasserausstroms. Diploma Thesis, Fachbereich Geowis-
senschaften, University of Bremen, Bremen

Li YH, Mathieu G, Biscaye P, Simpson HJ (1977) Flux of Ra-226
from estuarine and continental-shelf sediments. Earth Planet Sci
Lett 37:237-241

Li Y, Craven J, Schweig ES, Obermeier SF (1996) Sand boils induced
by the 1993 Mississippi River flood: could they one day be
misinterpreted as earthquake-induced liquefaction? Geology
24:171-174

Mai S, Bartholomd A (2000) The missing mud flats of the Wadden
Sea: a reconstruction of sediments and accommodation space lost
in the wake of land reclamation. In: Flemming BW, Delafontaine
MT, Liebezeit G (eds) Muddy coast dynamics and resource
management. Proceedings in Marine Science, vol 2. Elsevier,
Amsterdam, pp 257-272

Moore WS (1981) Radium isotopes in the Chesapeake Bay. Estuarine
Coastal Shelf Sci 12:713-723

Moore WS (1984) Radium isotope measurements using germanium
detectors. Nuclear Instruments Methods Phys Res A Accelerators
Spectrometers Detectors Associated Equipment 223:407-411


http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00367-006-0021-7

Geo-Mar Lett (2011) 31:259-269

269

Moore WS (2000a) Ages of continental shelf waters determined from
Ra-223 and Ra-224. J Geophys Res—Oceans 105:22117-22122

Moore WS (2000b) Determining coastal mixing rates using radium
isotopes. Cont Shelf Res 20:1993-2007

Moore WS (2003) Sources and fluxes of submarine groundwater
discharge delineated by radium isotopes. Biogeochemistry
66:75-93

Moore WS (2008) Fifteen years experience in measuring Ra-224 and
Ra-223 by delayed-coincidence counting. Mar Chem 109:188—
197

Moore WS, Arnold R (1996) Measurement of ***Ra and ***Ra in
coastal waters using a delayed coincidence counter. J Geophys
Res C Oceans 101:1321-1329

Moore WS, Krest J (2004) Distribution of Ra-223 and Ra-224 in the
plumes of the Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers and the Gulf of
Mexico. Mar Chem 86:105-119

Moore WS, Astwood H, Lindstrom C (1995) Radium isotopes in
coastal waters on the Amazon shelf. Geochim Cosmochim Acta
59:4285-4298

Porcelli D (2008) Investigating groundwater processes using U- and
Th-series nuclides. In: Krishnaswami S, Cochran JK (eds) U-Th
series nuclides in aquatic systems. Elsevier, Amsterdam, pp 105—
153

Purkl S, Eisenhauer A (2004) Determination of radium isotopes and
222Rn in a groundwater affected coastal area of the Baltic Sea and
the underlying sub-sea floor aquifer. Mar Chem 87:137-149

Rama, Moore WS (1996) Using the radium quartet for evaluating
groundwater input and water exchange in salt marshes. Geochim
Cosmochim Acta 60:4645-4652

Reid DF, Key RM, Schink DR (1979) Radium, thorium and actinium
extraction from seawater using an improved manganese-oxide-
coated fiber. Earth Planet Sci Lett 43:223-226

Reise K (2005) Coast of change: habitat loss and transformations in
the Wadden Sea. Helgoland Mar Res 59:9-21

Rutgers van der Loeff MM, Key RM, Scholten J, Bauch D, Michel A
(1995) 22®Ra as a tracer for shelf water in the arctic ocean. Deep-
Sea Res II Topical Studies Oceanogr 42:1533—-1553

Rutgers van der Loeff MR, Kuhne S, Wahsner M, Holtzen H,
Frank M, Ekwurzel B, Mensch M, Rachold V (2003) Ra-228
and Ra-226 in the Kara and Laptev seas. Cont Shelf Res
23:113-124

Sarmiento JL, Rooth CGH, Broecker WS (1982) Ra-228 as a tracer of
basin wide processes in the abyssal ocean. J Geophys Res—
Oceans Atmospheres 87:9694-9698

Scheurle C, Hebbeln D (2003) Stable oxygen isotopes as recorders of
salinity and river discharge in the German Bight, North Sea. Geo-
Mar Lett 23(2):130-136. doi:10.1007/s00367-003-0133-2

Schnetger B, Hinrichs J, Dellwig O, Shaw TJ, Brumsack HJ (2001)
The significance of radionuclides and trace elements in a back
barrier tidal area: results from the German Wadden Sea. In: Inaba
J, Hisamatsu S, Ohtsuka Y (eds) Distribution and speciation of
radionuclides in the environment, Proc Worksh 11-13 October
2000. Rokkasho, Aomori, Japan, pp 99-107

Schrottke K, Becker M, Bartholomd A, Flemming BW, Hebbeln D
(2006) Fluid mud dynamics in the Weser estuary turbidity zone
tracked by high-resolution side-scan sonar and parametric sub-
bottom profiler. Geo-Mar Lett 26(3):185-198. doi:10.1007/
$00367-006-0027-1

Schuchardt B, Haesloop U, Schirmer M (1993) The tidal freshwater
reach of the Weser estuary: riverine or estuarine? Neth J Aquat
Ecol 27:215-226

Shaw TJ (2003) Methods and models for estimating advective pore
water exchange in tidal flats. In: Rullkétter J (ed) BioGeoChem-
istry of Tidal Flats, Proc Worksh Hanse Institute of Advanced
Study, 14-17 May 2003, Delmenhorst. Forschungszentrum
Terramare, Wilhelmshaven, pp 103-104

Stieglitz TC, Cook PG, Burnett WC (2010) Inferring coastal processes
from regional-scale mapping of (222)Radon and salinity:
examples from the Great Barrier Reef, Australia. J Environ
Radioactivity 101:544-552

van Beusekom JEE, Weigelt-Krenz S, Martens P (2008) Long-term
variability of winter nitrate concentrations in the Northern
Wadden Sea driven by freshwater discharge, decreasing riverine
loads and denitritication. Helgoland Mar Res 62:49-57

van der Hagen H, Geelen L, de Vries CN (2008) Dune slack restoration in
Dutch mainland coastal dunes. J Nature Conserv 16:1-11

Volkenborn N, Robertson DM, Reise K (2009) Sediment destabilizing
and stabilizing bio-engineers on tidal flats: cascading effects of
experimental exclusion. Helgoland Mar Res 63:27-35

Webster IT, Hancock GJ, Murray AS (1995) Modeling the effect of
salinity on radium desorption from sediments. Geochim Cosmo-
chim Acta 59:2469-2476

Widdows J, Brown S, Brinsley MD, Salkeld PN, Elliott M (2000)
Temporal changes in intertidal sediment erodability: influence of
biological and climatic factors. Cont Shelf Res 20:1275-1289

Zipperle A, Reise K (2005) Freshwater springs on intertidal sand flats
cause a switch in dominance among polychaete worms. J Sea Res
54:143-150

@ Springer


http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00367-003-0133-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00367-006-0027-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00367-006-0027-1

	228Ra,...
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Materials and methods
	Study areas
	Sampling
	Open North Sea transect
	Tidal flat
	Weser Estuary

	226Ra and 228Ra measurements
	223Ra and 224Ra measurements
	222Rn measurements
	Salinity
	Error handling

	Results
	228Ra and 226Ra
	224Ra and 223Ra
	North Sea transect
	Tidal flat and fresh groundwater
	Weser Estuary

	222Rn

	Discussion
	226Ra and 228Ra
	223Ra and 224Ra
	222Rn

	Conclusions
	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 600
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <FEFF004a006f0062006f007000740069006f006e007300200066006f00720020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c0065007200200037000d00500072006f006400750063006500730020005000440046002000660069006c0065007300200077006800690063006800200061007200650020007500730065006400200066006f00720020006f006e006c0069006e0065002e000d0028006300290020003200300031003000200053007000720069006e006700650072002d005600650072006c0061006700200047006d006200480020>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


