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                    Abstract
We should start as we mean to go on and try to avoid the confusion most of us experience when bombarded with acronyms with overstated significations. You will be familiar with the situation, you are in a seminar or a meeting and someone who has been using a set of acronyms for years, includes them in sentence after sentence that has you lost because you don’t know what some or most of them stand for. Even worse when scientists start making verbs out of them, CRISPR seems to have fallen into this category; how many of us have heard someone asking if a mutation can be CRISPRed! Does it matter though? We are all familiar with informal language in scientific talks and discussions which is replaced by more formal dialect when research is published or presented to the general public. However, when an ill-defined acronym slips outside of laboratory chatter and is widely recognised by the general public, we need to proceed with caution to avoid misinterpretation and misunderstandings.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Haut Conseil des Biotechnologies (2014) http://www.hautconseildesbiotechnologies.fr/en/system/files/file_fields/2015/06/30/manuelduconfine.pdf. Accessed on 5 September 2016.

	Scheben A, Edwards D (2017) Genome editors take on crops. Science 355:1122–1123
Article 
    CAS 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Special Eurobarometer 341 (2010) Biotechnology http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_341_en.pdf Accessed on 10 February 2014.

	Tagliabue G (2015) The nonsensical GMO pseudo-category and a precautionary rabbit hole. Nat Biotechnol 33:907–908
Article 
    CAS 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Yang Y, Chen B (2016) Governing GMOs in the USA: science, law and public health. J Sci Food Agric 96(6):1851–1855. doi:10.1002/jsfa.7523
                        
Article 
    CAS 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Mary Lyon Centre, MRC Harwell Institute, Harwell Campus, Oxfordshire, OX11 0RD, UK
Sara Wells

	TEFOR Infrastructure, Neuro-PSI, CNRS, 1 Avenue de la Terrasse, 91198, Gif-sur-yvette, France
Jean Stéphane Joly


Authors	Sara WellsView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Jean Stéphane JolyView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Jean Stéphane Joly.


Ethics declarations

              
              
                Conflict of interest

                All authors declare that they have no conflict of interest.

              
            

Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
[image: Check for updates. Verify currency and authenticity via CrossMark]       



Cite this article
Wells, S., Joly, J.S. The trouble with collective nouns for genome editing.
                    Mamm Genome 28, 365–366 (2017). https://doi.org/10.1007/s00335-017-9707-6
Download citation
	Received: 18 May 2017

	Accepted: 06 July 2017

	Published: 18 July 2017

	Issue Date: August 2017

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s00335-017-9707-6


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Genome Editing
	Laboratory Chatter
	Genetic Engineers
	Open Public Information
	Transgenic Animal Research








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                Associated Content

                
                    
                        
                        Part of a collection:

                        
                        
                            Special Issue: Genome Editing
                        

                    

                
            

        
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.85.245.194
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    