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Since the term noninvasive follicular neoplasm with pap-

illary-like nuclear features (NIFTP) was introduced, its

existence has been controversial. The resultant debate has

left clinicians confused as to how to counsel and follow

their patients diagnosed with this entity. The authors would

like to thank Dr. Rosàrio for his support with respect to our

recent article on the clinical safety of renaming encapsu-

lated follicular variant of papillary thyroid carcinoma

(EFVPTC) [1]. The authors believe that a continued aca-

demic discourse as well as further research on the topic is

necessary to clarify the ongoing uncertainty.

After Nikiforov et al. [2] published their article sug-

gesting that the nomenclature for the low-risk thyroid

cancer variant EFVPTC be changed to NIFTP, the authors

found that the experience at the University Health Network

was significantly different with respect to both incidence

and malignant potential [1]. In addition to Parente et al.,

there have been several studies indicating that EFVPTC

has both malignant potential and a low incidence [1, 3, 4].

The authors certainly support the de-escalation of

treatment of these low-risk thyroid cancers including the

use of thyroid lobectomy and more selective radioactive

iodine ablation. However, the avoidance of the term

‘‘cancer’’ for an entity with malignant potential may result

in undertreatment or inappropriate lack of surveillance of

patients with these tumors. In this regard, change in ter-

minology is not a substitute for meaningful patient edu-

cation and multidisciplinary discussion to highlight the

low-risk nature of these cancers. Until future research can

clarify the current controversy in the literature, clinicians

should continue to follow and counsel patients about this

low-risk malignant entity. Furthermore, ongoing capture of

this diagnostic category by Cancer Registries is essential

for both quality improvement and investigational study.
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