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In this study, there was a significant difference in the

visualization rate between the conventional transverse

procedure and the lateral vertical procedure (70.2 vs.

98.4%) [1]. Therefore, we did not bother to mention the

sensitivity, specificity, diagnostic accuracy, positive pre-

dictive value (PPV), or negative predictive value (NPV),

largely to prevent comparative advantages and disadvan-

tages of these procedures from being misconstrued. As an

alternative, we described the detailed results in Table 2 [1].

When only the visible cases were analyzed, the sensi-

tivity, specificity, diagnostic accuracy, PPV, and NPV were

95.2, 100, 99.2, 100, and 99.1%, respectively, for the

conventional middle transverse procedure, and 66.7, 100,

93.5, 100, and 92.5%, respectively, for the novel lateral

vertical procedure [1].

Ultrasonographic criteria were described in the section

entitled ‘Measurement procedure’ (paragraph 3, lines

7–16) [1]. We judged only positive or negative findings by

ultrasonography and determined vocal cord paresis or

paralysis by laryngoscopy. Table 2 is described in the text

(Results; paragraph 3, lines 1–3) [1].

We also believe that laryngoscopy is the preferred

method for detailed examination of vocal cord movement,

as stated in the text, whereas ultrasonography may be

useful for screening for vocal cord paresis or paralysis [1].

Furthermore, we believe that a suitable approach to ultra-

sonographic assessment for vocal cord movement would be

to first evaluate vocal cord movement by the conventional

method and then evaluate it by our lateral vertical method.
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