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Dear Sir,

We thank Dr Maripi for the interest and comments on

our manuscript [1]. We agree that it is an understudied

topic and we also believe that it is an interesting field that

needs further research.

The value of metoclopramide, similarly to other drugs

with prokinetic effects, has not been proved for the solution

of postoperative prolonged ileus (PPI). Metoclopramide is

useful to improve symptoms such as nausea and vomiting

without no proven effect on the course of the ileum. To our

knowledge, interaction with Gastrografin has not been

studied or mentioned. The interaction, would it exist, could

be in any direction helping or hindering the possible effect

of Gastrografin. In any case, the potential bias in our trial

was taken in consideration, but not knowing whether it

exists or not it was not possible to control it. Not using

metoclopramide was not considered because it is of

important clinical use to relieve symptoms.

In any case, we judged that the potential bias was

minimized by the fact that the same protocol was applied to

all the patients in both groups.

In reference to the resolution of other factors used to

define PPI, when the study was designed, we did not

consider appropriate to relate isolated clinical signs such as

nausea, vomiting, abdominal distension, flatus, opening

bowels to the main variable because of its variability dur-

ing the evolution of IPP.

This is why we defined the IPP resolution only with the

tolerance of semisolid or solid diet, in order to ensure the

use of the same strict criterion for the end of the IPP. It is

true, however, that this endpoint measurement also

includes some degree of subjectivity by the attendant

clinician and this could have influenced in the negative

results of the trial.
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