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The authors of this erudite paper are to be congratulated on

a beautifully written paper on the origins and conception of

the neologism ‘‘angiogenesis’’; the paper is particularly

enjoyable to read as it attempts to uncover the truth behind

who legitimately coined ‘‘angiogenesis’’ [1]. Notably, the

paper highlights the seminal contributions of surgeon-sci-

entists to the field. For example, the legendary Scottish

surgeon-scientist, Dr. John Hunter, made the initial obser-

vation of blood vessel formation. The authors confirm that

Dr. Hunter observed the growth of blood vessels in deer

antlers. In addition, he was the first to notice the capacity of

the circulatory system for self-repair and expansion; he

observed that vessels ‘‘would appear to have more powers

of perfecting themselves, when injured, than any other part

of the body; for their use is almost immediate and constant,

and it is they which perform the operation of restoration on

the other parts, therefore they themselves must first be

perfect’’ [2]. This single observation would serve to birth

the field of angiogenesis.

However, the authors demonstrate that Dr. Hunter did

not conceive the neologism ‘‘angiogenesis,’’ which is the

first analysis of its kind, since most sources attribute the

conception of the term angiogenesis to Dr. Hunter. Upon

deeper analysis of this mystery, the authors conclude that

Dr. Joseph Marshall Flint was the first to utilize the term in

any published paper.

The authors are to be commended for their superb

acknowledgment of the great surgeon-scientist, Dr. Judah

Folkman, for his remarkable contributions to the field of

angiogenesis and its correlation to cancer. While the scope

of the paper pertains mainly to the conception and devel-

opment of the word ‘‘angiogenesis,’’ Dr. Folkman deserves

recognition and discussion, as his contributions are pivotal

to the founding of the field of angiogenesis research and its

relationship to cancer. Dr. Folkman was the first to note a

tumor’s dependency upon angiogenesis for sustenance and

expansion [3]. His phenomenal block of scientific work

resulted in more than 25 papers published in Science. Most

importantly, Dr.Folkman’s theory led to various therapies

inhibiting the initial neovascularization of tumors—such as

Avastin (2004) and thalidomide (2006) [4]. Dr. Folkman’s

work ushered in a new era in angiogenesis research and

would have certainly won the Nobel Prize; however, his

untimely death prevented this deserved recognition.
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