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Sharp indentation in the posteroinferior surface of right
lobe of liver (between the right lobe and caudate lobe
approximately at the level of right kidney) seen on axial
computed tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance
(MR) images [1] is known as the ‘right posterior hepatic
notch’ sign (Fig. 1). It is believed to result from atrophy
of the posterior segments of right lobe of liver and
hypertrophy of the caudate lobe of liver, due to hepatic
fibrosis, and alteration in portal blood flow [2, 3].

Caudate lobe hypertrophy and a right posterior
hepatic notch are more common in alcoholic cirrhosis
than in viral-related cirrhosis [4]. While the right poste-
rior hepatic notch sign has a relatively low sensitivity of
67–72% for diagnosis of cirrhosis, positive predictive
value (75–82%) and specificity (87–98%) are higher [1, 3].
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Fig. 1. Axial contrast-enhanced CT just above the level of
upper pole of right kidney shows the ‘right posterior hepatic
notch’ sign (black arrow). White arrow shows the atrophic
pancreas with calcific foci. Arrowhead denotes minimal peri-
splenic free fluid.
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