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Pheochromocytomas are the most common tumors
arising from the adrenal medulla. Although preoperative
diagnosis can be straightforward with biochemical test-
ing [1], imaging is useful for lesion location and staging
as 10% can be extra-adrenal, and 10% malignant [1–3].

The classic description of pheochromocytoma on MR
is uniformly high signal intensity on T2 weighted images
(Fig. 1), reminiscent of a glowing light bulb (Fig. 2).
However, the sign occurs in less than 70% of lesions,
because hemorrhage, myxoid degeneration, or cystic
components create a more heterogeneous appearance [2,
3].

Posing a potential pitfall for a false-positive light bulb
sign is necrosis in an aggressive adrenal lesion such as
carcinoma or metastasis [3].
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52:603–606Fig. 1. T2 weighted MR with fat suppression showing an

oval lesion in the right adrenal gland (arrow) that exhibits high
signal, later confirmed to be a pheochromocytoma. This
hyperintensity in T2 weighted images is compared to a light
bulb glowing.

Fig. 2. A light bulb glowing. Available at: https://pixabay.
com/pt/blur-bokeh-brilhante-cozy-1869945/.
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