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                    Abstract
The dehalogenating performance of an anaerobic 5-amino-2,4,6-triiodoisophthalic acid (ATIA) fixed-bed reactor was evaluated. The reactor operating conditions were set for ATIA deiodination. A phylogenetic survey for a stable anaerobic ATIA-deiodinating microbial consortium was carried out using 16S rDNA restriction fragment length polymorphism, and unique clones were sequenced. Four phylotypes were identified. Two sequences were related to those of Desulfitobacterium frappieri species and another was closest to that of Desulfitobacterium hafniense, but may have represented a new Desulfitobacterium species. Desulfitobacteria were previously described as aryl-dechlorinating and debrominating bacteria. The new strains identified in this study were probably responsible for the ATIA deiodination. The fourth clone was related to the Clostridium-Flavobacterium-Bacteroides group.
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