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During the last decade, globalisation has resulted in an inter-
national focus on public health care, in particular the ongoing
disparity between health care systems in resource-rich and
resource-poor countries. Because radiology plays an important
role in the diagnosis and treatment of disease, involvement of
radiologists in regional health care programs is of crucial
importance on an urgent basis. Many of the problems – and
some solutions – related to health care improvement in devel-
oping countries are relevant to both adults and children; how-
ever imaging in children requires dedicated equipment, with
specific safety considerations related to the use of ionising
radiation, and specialised knowledge of paediatric diseases.

For many decades, European paediatric radiologists have
been actively involved in worldwide outreach initiatives, on an
individual basis and through international regional and global
aid organisations. Their current involvement mainly focuses on
on-site education, hands-on training and diagnostic consultation
(more recently via teleradiology services). However, to facilitate
effective and sustainable implementation of effective child-
focussed radiology worldwide, collaboration amongst institu-
tional, local, regional and international organisations is needed.

Through these collaborations, it will become possible to
provide resource-poor regions with the basic equipment, the
level of technological expertise and the educational resources
needed to guarantee adequate diagnostic imaging of children.
The educational resources required include on-site lectures
and courses, on-site hands-on training, online learning sys-
tems and collaborative case reviews. In addition, this

education should involve and engage all those involved in
medical imaging: local and volunteer personnel including
residents, radiologists, other physicians and technologists.

The foundation of the World Federation of Pediatric Imag-
ing in 2011 (with ESPR as one of the founding societies) is a
fundamentally important global initiative that “provides an
international platform for pediatric radiology organizations
united to address the challenges in global pediatric imaging,
training and the delivery of services” [1].Within the European
Union, the European Society of Paediatric Radiology (ESPR)
has had a well-established collaboration for many years with
the European Society of Radiology via the European School
of Radiology (ESOR) (www.esor.org). This particular
collaboration focuses on organising both basic and advanced
imaging courses in areas of perceived need in Eastern and
Central European countries, as well as offering exchange
programmes for paediatric imaging fellowships to centres of
excellence within the European Union. Such collaborations
are among our most important missions at ESPR.
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