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In the paper “F. Blanchet-Sadri, R. Mercaş, S. Simmons and E. Weissenstein, Avoidable
binary patterns in partial words, Acta Informatica 48(1) (2011) 25–41”, the first sentence of
Section 5 as well as Theorem 6 should be deleted. The error is that overlap-freeness does
not necessarily coincide with the pattern αβαβα being avoidable. It coincides only in the
case when the considered overlaps have length greater than three. Thus, an infinite word
might contain factors of the form aaa while still avoiding the pattern αβαβα, where a is a
letter of the alphabet the word is defined on. Thus, given the fact that the pattern αβαβα is
3-avoidable and, obviously, this pattern is not 1-avoidable, it remains open the question of
whether αβαβα is 2-avoidable in partial words. Consequently, the pattern αβαβα should be
removed from Statement 2 of Theorem 10 and a new statement should be added stating that:

The online version of the original article can be found under doi:10.1007/s00236-010-0129-0.
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“The binary pattern αβαβα has avoidability index 2 or 3.” In conclusion, the paper states
two open problems, namely, whether the pattern αβαβα has avoidability index 2 as in the
case of full words, and whether the pattern αββα has avoidability index 3.
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