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Dear Sir,
We thank Dr. Meila and colleagues for their valuable com-
ments. We agree that we missed their paper [1], which was
published just before the submission of our paper [2]. Our
article was written after a careful literature search at a time
when their paper was not yet online. Unfortunately, we did
not repeat the literature search when revising our paper. It is
noteworthy that the two reviewers were not aware of their
article. We sincerely apologize to Dr. Meila and colleagues
for our incomplete review of the literature and are happy we
can bring their article to the attention of the readers of
Neuroradiology in this way.

In regard to the scientific issue Dr. Meila raises, we
understand they presented a case of duplicate origin of the
left vertebral artery with both branches arising from the
aortic arch directly. Our double aortic arch model cannot
explain this extremely rare variation. Thus, we agree with
their opinion that variations of the vertebral artery system
can occur at nearly any level.

Again, we repeat our apologies and hope that Dr Meila
and his co-authors may accept them.
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