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I am very pleased to announce to the readership and

authors of BECT that we have had great success in

receiving many excellent editorials, articles and retro-

spectives celebrating the 50th Anniversary of BECT. Now

that we are half way through this anniversary year, I hope

that you have found time to read what has been published

to date in Volume 96. If not, please take the time to go back

to these BECT issues and look at these very informative

and inspiring pieces of work (note that they are freely

available for download at the beginning of each issue). I

am excited to announce that we have more of these types of

articles either ready or in preparation for the remaining

issues in 2016.

I am honored to be part of this Anniversary celebration,

as I have had the opportunity to communicate with some of

the top global researchers that published in BECT during

the early years of the journal. Not only have they published

work that is still cited today, they have paved the way for

current environmental themes, methods and policy. For

example, in this issue, Barnett Rattner and two of the

original authors, Stan Wiemeyer and Lawrence Blus, honor

one of BECTs seminal papers by Stickel et al. (1973). They

have provided a very informative retrospective that high-

lights the continued importance of this research in avian

ecotoxicological monitoring and research studies.

In addition to announcing that we are half way through

the 50th year of BECT, I wish to highlight the international

distribution of articles in the current issue of the journal.

These papers have originated from studies conducted North

America, South America, Europe, Africa, Asia and

Australia, illustrating the global nature of BECT. Also, this

issue includes a timely focused review on the importance

of lipophilicity with respect to the toxicity of bisphenol A

and phthalates to aquatic organisms (Mathieu-Denoncourt

et al. 2016). Please take the time to review the Table of

Contents for this issue so that you can discover the true

breadth of research topics that are represented.

Finally, I, together with the Editors, would like to again

invite you to be part of this celebration by contributing to

BECT in 2016. There is still time to submit an editorial or a

retrospective that highlights the history of BECT and its

role in environmental research. Please feel free to contact

me if you require any further information.
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