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The extent to which human behavior is a
function of environmental variables has always
been underestimated, and especially with re-
spect to the acquisition of language. One of
the most important recent contributions to an
accurate understanding was Ernst L. Moerk’s
masterful detailed analysis of the Roger Brown
protocols. Moerk died last year, and the first
three papers in this issue are tributes to his
work. The paper by David Palmer is also re-
lated to Moerk, although less directly than the
first three, but Palmer’s postscript contributes
to our appreciation of Moerk as a person in
addition to a scholar.

One of my goals for this volume was to in-
crease the number of empirical articles while
continuing to publish a number of conceptual,
theoretical, and historical articles. There are 11
data papers from a variety of different perspec-
tives, and most of them provide information
that can be put to immediate use in developing

verbal repertoires in those who lack them. The
data papers appear immediately after the Moerk
tributes.

The papers that follow the data papers (the
order does not imply value) constitute a very
heterogeneous set; no reader of this journal will
fail to find something of interest there.

At the end of my editorial for Volume 20 I
listed several topics that I hoped would find
their way into the next journal, but the
Houmanfar et al. paper on second language
learning is the only one that did. I will devote
more effort in the coming months to soliciting
in the area of sign language, and searching out
important articles to reprint that are not readily
available to our readers. Suggestions for such
articles are welcomed, as are suggestions of
any kind for journal content.
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Editor


