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Evaporite karst is a common and widespread phenomenon; it occurs in almost all areas underlain by gypsum (or anhydrite) and!
or salt, which are the most abundant of the evaporite rocks. Evaporites are the most soluble of all common rocks, and they are
dissolved readily to form caves, sinkholes, disappearing streams, and other karst features that typically are also associated with
limestone and dolomite. Evaporite-karst features can form rapidly, in a matter ofdays, weeks, or years; whereas carbonate-karst
features typically take years, decades, or centuries to develop. Evaporites underlie 35-40% of the contiguous United States,
and probably underlie a lesser, yet still significant, percentage of all the World's land area.

On September 17-26,2000, a major International Symposium and Field Conference dealing with karst processes was held in
Marmaris, Turkey, under the sponsorship of the International Research & Application Center for Karst Water Resources at
Hacettepe University, Ankara, Turkey (UKAM), and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). Although most of the program was devoted to karst in carbonate rocks, a special one-day session on evaporite karst
was held during the Symposium. We were able to bring together a number of researchers from many parts of the World to share
the results oftheir studies ofevaporite karst, and thus to focus attention on the special processes, examples, and adverse impacts
of evaporite karst.

The Proceedings of the Symposium (originally called "Karst 2000") were published by UNESCO in 2001, and we have been
graciously granted permission by UNESCO and UKAM to reprint the papers dealing with evaporite karst here, as a special edition
of Carbonates and Evaporites. Special thanks are extended to Dr. Alice Aureli, UNESCO Division ofWater Sciences, in Paris,
France, and to Dr. Giiltekin Giinay, ofUKAM, for assistance and for granting permission to reprint these papers.

A total of II papers were published in the original Proceedings volume: 10 of them are presented here, whereas the 11th was
published in an earlier issue of this journal (the earlier article, "Sinkholes initiated by salt dissolution, Dead Sea Basin, Israel,"
by Amos Frumkin and Eli Raz, was printed in Carbonates and Evaporites, v. 16, no. 2,2001, p. 117-130). Articles in this volume
deal with evaporite karst in United States, Canada, Ukraine, China, Spain, Great Britain, and Russia. This issue of Carbonates
and Evaporites serves as a companion to an earlier Symposium on "Evaporite karst: origins, processes, landforms, examples,
and impacts," published by Carbonates and Evaporites in 1997 (v. 12, no. I).

The complete Proceedings (two volumes) contains a total of82 articles, mostly dealing with carbonate karst, that are grouped
under the following major headings: Keynote Papers; Evaporite Karst; Carbon Cycle in Karst and Karst Hydrochemistry; Karst
and Sustainable Water Development; Engineering Problems in Karst; Exploration Techniques in Karst Areas; Karst Hydrology;
Karst Geomorphology and Speleology; Geothermal Karst; Modeling; Remote Sensing and GIS in Karst; Regional Karst
Systems; and Paleokarst, Paleoclimate, and Paleohydrology.

The complete Proceedings are available, at no cost, from the UNESCO offices in Paris, France. The publication is: "Present
State and Future Trends ofKarst Studies, Proceedings of the 6th International Symposium and Field Seminar, Marmaris, Turkey,
17-26 September 2000, edited by G. Giinay, K.S. Johnson, D. Ford, and A.I. Johnson: Published in 2001 by UNESCO, IHP-V,
Technical Documents in Hydrology, No. 49, Vols. I and 2, Paris, France." Write to: UNESCO, Division of Water Sciences,
I rue Miollis, 75732 Paris Cedex 15, France. Or you can: email them at <ihp@unesco.org>; phone them at 3301 456840
04; or fax them at 3301 45 6858 11. On the internet: go to <http://www.unesco.orglwater>; enter "IHP" under "search," then
click; open "Publications" (at top of next page); enter "karst" under "free search" (near bottom ofpage), then click; publication
is listed, alphabetically, under "Present. .. "; then click "details" to see the publication online. Or to go directly to the publication
online: <http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/OO12/001247/124707eo.pdf>
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