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With this issue, Carbonates and Evaporites begins
its seventh volume of publication. Likewise with this
issue a commercial printer will finally produce this
journal. From now on the quality standards of this
journal should be up to the level of those journals for
which commercial publishers charge many hundreds
or even thousands of dollars. As I look back over the
issues during the past seven years, I see a constant
progression in the quality ofthis publication, first start
ing with submission of "camera-ready" copy with its
disadvantages in consistency oftypography, and finally
(through the installation ofan optical scanner and laser
printer) to a journal of highly professional appearance
and readability. However, even at this level the repro
duction of field photographs and photomicrographs
was not up to the level which we had hoped. So we
have now gone even one step further. From now on
each issue will be printed by a commercial printer using
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the methods ofphoto-typesetting and large-scale offset
printing. As you can see from the current issue the
quality of reproduction vies with that of commercial
publishers.

The publisher ofCarbonates and Evaporites is a not
for-profit university-affiliated corporation. Its function
is to provide services to the geological community at
cost; in fact the foundation subsidizes this journal. At
a time when our institutions of employment are going
through rough economic times and most universities
and other organizations face major cutbacks in their
library budgets the subscription price of this journal is
one which organizations and individuals, even stu
dents, can afford. We will continue to offer this journal
at an affordable subscription rate and hope you will
continue enjoying Carbonates and Evaporites. Our au
thors and readers represent a worldwide constituency.


