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T HE LITERATURE ON picture archiving 
and communication systems (PACS) is 

very broad in its intrinsic nature and in the 
number aad types of journals in which the 
publications may be found. Because most litera- 
ture retrieval systems do not inr search items 
specific enough to include PACS, searching must 
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usually be done using broader terms such as 
"electronic imaging, digital imaging, radiology 
information systems, digital radiography, radiol- 
ogy department, hospital organization," result- 
ing in literature searches that containa great 
deal of extraneous information. Only in 1990 did 
the National Library of Medicine add "picture 
archiving and communication systems" to supple- 
ment their 1989 addition of "picture archiving, 
radiologic" with a cross reference listing. Unfor- 
tunately, these ate both only cross-references to 
the broader heading "radiology information 
systems," and one can search only on the broader 
terms or combine it with specific words in the 
title such as "picture" of "imaging." 
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