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In these pages . . .  

In this issue of the Journal--for which I am pleased to serve as Guest 
Editor--we gather around a collection of papers written by women from a 
variety of backgrounds who share an interest in psychoanalysis and its in- 
terface with the internal landscapes of women. 

Leading off, I consider in my own contribution to this collection the 
etiology and functioning of family legends that are passed through genera- 
tions by the processes of projective identification or intersubjective com- 
munication. I want to understand how female subjectivity is engendered. I 
propose that gender concepts are fashioned into individual and group signs 
that start at the level of unconscious legends and fantasies. It is my idea 
that the legends transmit urgent messages to the subject's inner world. For 
women, these legends carry the invariant fantasies of sexual difference and 
its resolution through sacrifice. The impact on woman's knowledge of her 
female self is explored theoretically and through the discussion of a young 
woman's relationship to her body and such related themes as her flawed 
ground of being, pregnancy, and sexual difference. 

Similarly, storymaking is the critical factor in Harriet Kimble Wrye's pa- 
per, "Narrative Scripts: Composing a Life with Ambition and Desire." She 
focuses on the labyrinthine barriers in both men and women to the expres- 
sion of woman's ambition and desire. Complementing my own paper and 
that of Juliet Flower MacCannell, which follows, Wrye proposes that rigid 
concepts of women's life stories have been constructed to avoid anxieties 
about women's potency. Wrye takes up work in progress of several women 
in analysis with her and demonstrates the presence of a variety of uncon- 
scious fantasies that impair the expression of desire and ambition. Mother's 
inability to enjoy and nurture the growth of daughter's own desire, or fa- 
ther's antipathy to her development, echo the cultural languaging of wom- 
en's impaired subjectivity and illuminate some of its contours. 

More than in the two previous papers, MacCannell enters intimately into 
the expression and form of women's voice and speech. She explores her 
own odyssey as speaking subject whose aspects of inner subjectivity have 
been framed and silenced by the intentions of her linguistic milieu or cul- 
tural discourse. MacCannell compares her "voicing" and "unvoicing" to 
that of the poet Maya Angelou who became an elective mute after a com- 
plex series of traumatic events at the age of eight. 

Continuing within the overlap of literary criticism and psychoanalysis, 
Bonnie Engdahl locates, in the writing of the French novelist Violette 
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Leduc, self-explorations into primitive mental states that threaten Leduc's 
very flow of being and sense of body ego cohesion. Engdahl compares the 
literary presentation of these experiences with the theoretical writing of 
Frances Tustin. In both Tustin and Leduc, primary mother-infant experi- 
ences and body discourses are seen as the foundation for the ground of 
being, the safety of individuation and entry into symbolism. 

As with the preceding paper, the final contribution to this collection 
considers another artist, the painter Georgia O'Keeffe, and another psycho- 
analytic theoretician, Melanie Klein. Jeanette Gadt proposes that both 
women brought to consciousness the banished and buried elements of ex- 
periences of the female body particularly with the female body as whole 
and as potent. She stresses the fullness of both the "hole" or internal space 
and the mental processes that grow up around the fantasy relationships 
to the maternal body, such as splitting and projective identification. 
O'Keeffe's paintings are analyzed through this same lens, namely, the de- 
sire to resurrect the maternal body. 

Through literature, art, theory making, biography, and the clinician's 
experience, it is our hope that these papers will further illuminate this topic 
of continuing immediacy for all of us--female subjectivity. 

Jane Van Buren 
Guest Editor 


