
O Pen source software is becoming 
an increasingly impor t an t  
trend in the software industry. 

It is the subject of lawsuits by major com- 
panies and speculation from those believ- 
ing that it will reshape the economic 
models of cyberspace. Essentially, an 
open-source product is one that is offered 
free for me through one of several licens- 
ing agreements. Often these agreements 
restrict use to non-commercial entities. 
Users of the software agree to share any 
improvements or modifications with the 
rest of the community. In this way, the 
software is improved at a faster rate than 
many traditionally developed software 
titles because hundreds, or even thou- 
sands, of users are providing upgrades and 
fixes of the product. 

There are some very, well-known prod- 
ucts that fall into this category. Linux is 
~m operating system that is continuing to 
become more popular, especially in the 
server market. Companies have formed 
to provide varying levels of support for 
versions of Linux but the software is still 
typically offered for free on Web sites. 
MySQL is a database that has also become 
increasingly popular for large and small 
applications. These two products, along 
with a host of other programming lan- 
guages, have provided a foundation for 
many new open source products. 

For those working in the educational 
realm, the offerings are increasing rapidly. 
From email list software, to message 
boards, and even full course delivery sys- 
tems, the open-source movement is be- 
ginning to provide some high-quality 
low-cost opportunities for those who have 
some technological sawy. 

Linux Homepage 
h t tp : / /www. l inux .org l  

"l-"ne main site for the Linux initiative. 
Learn more about the operating system 
here. Other sites that support Linux in- 
clude: 

RedHat Linux 
h ttp : / / w w w  . r edhat . com/  

RedHat  is probably the most  well- 
known name in the Linux world and 
specializes in providing enterprise ver- 
sions of the Linux system. 

Mandrake Linux 
h t ~  : / Iwww.  mandrakelinux.cornlenl 

Mandrake Linux is another very popular 
version of the Linux software. 

MySQL 
http : l l w w w  . m y sq l . coml 

This is the main site for the MySQL 
database software. You can download 
the product from this site, get informa- 
tion about upcoming releases, and find 
support documentation. 

phpBB Bulletin Board 
http : / Iwww.  phpbb, com/ 

phpBB is an open-source message board 
system that offers many of the same so- 
phisticated features of expensive soft- 
ware. It requires a database to be 
installed on your Web server (MySQL 
works well but other database programs 
are also supported). 

Moodle 
h ttp : / /moodle . or g 

Moodle is a full courseware system that 
is available for free. The most recent 
version (at the time of this article) is 
1.1, which has support for a course cata- 
log (tested at 3700 different courses), 
user-profiles, live chat, message boards, 
and file-sharing. It is unique because it 
was built to support a constructivist 
learning paradigm. 

Wiki Software 
http: / /c2.com/c~/wiki  

What  is a "wiki"? Read the informa- 
tion on this site to find out. There are 
many versions of wiki software but it 
essentially allows complete and open 
sharing of the creation of Web pages. 
The most well-known implementation 
of wiki software is the Wikipedia ,  
wh ich  can  be found  at: h t t p : / /  
w w w .  wik ipedia .org/ .  
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