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Editorial Preface 

It is a pleasure for the Editorial Board of the 
'Pharmaceutisch Weekblad', the official 
journal of the Royal Dutch Association for 
Advancement of Pharmacy, to present to its 
readers the first number of the new Scientific 
Edition. This will appear on a bimonthly basis 
from now on. 

The Scientific Edition will contain original 
articles and short communications dealing with 
theoretical and experimental work which is 
being performed in the vast field of phar- 
maceutical sciences. Thus, its contents will en- 
compass investigations of a fundamental or an 
applied character regarding the design, prepar- 
ation, analysis, control and application of 
drugs and drug dosage forms with their chemi- 
cal, physical and biological properties. It will 
therefore give a scientific background to daily 
pharmaceutical practice. 

Until now, much of this work remained un- 
discovered in the Dutch language columns of 
the 'Pharmaceutisch Weekblad'. In recent 
years, however, there has been noticed a grow- 
ing tendency to publish scientific articles 
either in English in the 'Pharmaceutisch 
Weekblad'  or to publish them in international 
journals. 

The Scientific Edition intends to be an ac- 
ceptable answer to this tendency and will bring 
the work of Dutch pharmaceutical investi- 
gators to the attention of the international 
audience by the systematic presentation of the 
papers in one of the current international 
languages, English, French or German. As a 
matter of course scientific contributions from 
abroad are also welcomed. 

The original scientific papers will now be 
concentrated in a regularly published special 
issue of the 'Pharmaceutisch Weekblad'  with 
separate page numbering and a separate index 
system. Devoting these numbers solely to 
scientific papers will ensure that the latter re- 
ceive the attention they deserve, distraction 

and dilution b y  articles of a non-original  
character and Association communications 
being eliminated. 

On the other hand, making the papers more 
easily accessible through the Scientific Edition 
will increase the attractiveness of the 'Phar- 
maceutisch Weekblad'  as a publication me- 
dium. In this way, the 'Pharmaceutisch 
Weekblad'  and its Scientific Edition can give a 
more complete picture of trends and develop- 
ments "in the field of pharmaceutical sciences, 

The Editorial Board considers that one of its 
major duties is to provide the members of the 
Association with up-to-date information on a 
continuous basis. Thus, it is appropriate that 
the Editorial Board occasionally invites 
authors to prepare review articles on new 
scientific developments in pharmacy. 

Articles submitted for publication will be re- 
viewed prior to acceptance by competent ad- 
visers, working independently from the Edi- 
torial Board .  Therefore the Editors are con- 
fident that the quality of published papers will 
indeed justify an international circulation. 
When rapid publication of scientific findings is 
desirable, the article may be submitted for the 
categorY 'Short communications' (preliminary 
commflnications, technical notes, letters to the 
editor etc.).If it is accepted, publication follows 
within three months. 

Independant of the Scientific Edition the 
Dutch version of the 'Pharmaceutisch 
Weekblad'  will continue to appear each week, 
except in the week the Scientific Edition ap- 
pears. Its contents will be devoted to all fields 
of interest for pharmacists, except the field 
covered by the Scientific Edition. 
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Finally, the Editorial Board is convinced that 
by starting a Scientific Edition of the 'Phar- 
maceutisch Weekblad'  7 it is acting in accord- 
ance with the goal implicit in the name of the 
Association: 'Advancement of Pharmacy'. 
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