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In  view of the constantly accelerating rate of accumulation of new scientific publications, it may  seem 
surprising tha t  a new periodical should be initiated, one dealing exclusively with the many  problems 
related to diabetes mellitus. Justification for the decision, which has nevertheless been taken by editors 
and publishers, derives primarily from an acknowledgment of the increasing independence of diabetes 
research and of the urgency derived from the growing importance of diabetes as a world problem, de- 
manding increasing concentration in this area of scientific endeavour. However, the many  publications 
tha t  concern diabetes-related research are scattered throughout hundreds of periodicals, thereby often 
causing considerable delays in the desired prompt  and reliable transmission of new knowledge. This is 
true even when outstanding libraries are of easy access, even more true when they are not! Furthermore, 
the greater independence of diabetes-related research is primarily the result of the interdependence of 
all branches of the medical sciences : diabetes mellitus has long ceased to be the exclusive concern of inter- 
nal medicine; it is now shared by  many  branches of the medical and biological sciences, such as endo- 
crinology, anatomy, pathology, physiology and biochemistry, ophthalmology and nephrology, to name 
but  a few. An important  function of the new Journal  will be that  of bridging the gaps tha t  exist between 
these branches of medical research and to facilitate the easy collaboration of clinical and more basic 
disciplines. 

The 5 congresses of the International  Diabetes Federation as well as many  symposia have clearly 
stressed the international character of diabetes research. In  accepting manuscripts in 3 languages, English, 
French and German, with summaries in all three of these languages, the new Journal  intends to acknow- 
ledge the existence of language difficulties, which result from the international character of research in 
this field, and to contribute to their solution in a small way. 

In  April 1965, the European Association for the Study of Diabetes was founded in Montecatini. The 
founding general assembly has decided to undertake editorial responsibility for Diabetologia as the of- 
ficial organ of the Association. The Journal  is intended to facilitate the exchange of information and ex- 
perience among European workers. I t  must  be stressed, however, that  the editors will be eager to accept 
valuable contributions from all countries of the world. 

The editors do not intend in any way to compete with the already existing excellent periodicals con- 
cerned with aspects of diabetes. Rather,  they are of the opinion tha t  a European periodical concerned 
with diabetes research will fill a major gap presently existing. 

In  addition to original publications Diabetologia will publish occasional critical reviews which the 
editors will request from recognised experts in their respective fields. I t  will publish letters to the editors 
and abstracts or short reports of scientific meetings of the European or of National Diabetes Associations. 
I t  will also include an organisational section devoted to the affairs of the European Association and of 
National Associations concerned with research in diabetes. 

The editors sincerely hope that  the new Journal  may  achieve a high scientific standing and, accordingly, 
they earnestly request the collaboration of all workers in diabetes-related research, both in Europe and 
elsewhere in the world. 

The Editors 


