
Linear growth from conservative trace nutr ient  l im i ta t ion .  

We are grateful for the interest  shown by Cantero (Cantero, D. (1988) 
Biotechnol. Letters, 10, No10, 759-760) of our recent paper (Brown, D.E., 
Gaddum, R.N. and McAvoy, A. (1988) Biotechnol. Letters, 10, No8, 525-530) 
and for his analyt ical assessment of our contr ibut ion. However, there was no 
intent ion that our paper would be the de f in i t i ve  statement of the phenomenon 
and only the special cases of s is  ksi and s i r  ksi were discussed. The addit io 
of an equation to ident i fy  the y ie ld of cel ls  from the consumption of the trac 
material to the mass balance and rate equations previously presented, can be 
solved analy t ica l ly  (complete with point of inf lexion) or could be used 
numerically to f i t  the experimental uata. Realist ic values of the various 
constants and parameters would then be available, d i f fer ing in magnitude from 
these assumed by Cantero (1988) which we do dispute. 

Contrary to Cantero's view, diauxic growth may cause a change in the specif ic 
growth rate and may influence the value of the cell dry weight at the point 
of diauxie, but i t  does not cause l inear growth nor does i t  change the slope 
for d i f ferent  i n i t i a l  concentrations. We believe that l inear growth caused 
by a scavenged conservative trace nutr ient  l imi ta t ion is a real phenomenon 
and i t s  occurence must not be overlooked because of incomplete explanations. 
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E r r a t u m  
We regret that in the article G. M. Lee el aL : Effect of mechanical agitation on 
hybridoma cell growth. Biotechnol. Lett. 10,625-628 (1988) the antibody quantities 
in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 were overevaluated by a factor of 10. 
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