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geotechnica Cologne, 
the Visitors Assessment: 
Platform for Science, Technology 
and Industry 
Considerable Interest in 
Environmental Services 

[g~-~technica 1 

The visitors were satisfied: 94% with the ranges, 97.3% 
with the information and contact-making possibilities, and 
89% thought the organization ofgeotechnica Cologne 1993 
was good or very good. With 19,000 trade visitors from 48 
countries, including 3,000 from abroad, the second 
International Trade Fair and Congress for Geosciences 
and Geotechnology even surpassed the successful 
premiere of the 1991 event, and according to exhibitors 
and visitors alike, it particulary proved itself as a "platform" 
for science, technology and industry. 

According to the results of a survey, which was 
conducted during the event by an independent institute 
on behalf of K61n Messe, visitors at geotechnica were 
almost exclusively specialists (99.1°/0), and mainly had a 
scientific (65.60/0) but also a commercial interest (33.5o/0). 
geotechnica thus fulfilled its purpose as the medium for the 
interdisciplinary transfer of know-how as well as a 
marketplace which provided the manufacturers of 
investment goods for geotechnical applications with a joint 
forum. 

43.9% of visitors came from industry, 28.8% from the 
fields of science, research and teaching, and 20.4% from 
public administration. Three out of every four scientists 
came from universities and 24.1% from research institutes. 
23.1% of visitors from commercial companies represented 
industry, while 68.5% came from the service and 
consulting sector. 

Geologists the Largest Contingent 

The interdisciplinary nature of geotechnica is 
underlined by the large number of different geoscientific 
fields from which visitors came. By far the largest group 
among the geoscientists was that of the geologists with 
44.6%, followed by geographers (20%), geophysicists 
(10.6%), geodesists (8.4%) and mineralogists (7.10/0). In the 
other scientific technical fields, engineers accounted for 
the largest contingent with 46.1%, 14.6% were physicists 
and 7.9% chemists. 

Thus both in terms of the visitors' areas of activity and 
their scientific technical background, the exhibitors' key 
target groups are equally represented, In addition, the 
main interests of the visitors also corresponded to the 
product ranges of the 517 participating companies from 18 
countries. Including multiple responses, 52% of visitors 
were particularly interested in environmental services: 

consulting, redevelopment, waste disposal, planning and 
the application of environmental technology. 51% were 
attracted to Cologne by the diverse possible applications 
of geo-information systems. Finally, surveying, remote 
sensing and cartography were the key areas of interest for 
47.4% while measuring, control and process engineering 
were the most important segments for 15% of respondents. 

High Level of Decision - Making Competence 

The obtaining of general information (84.6%) and 
specific details about new products and developments 
(75.9%) as well as the search for new techniques (61.4%) 
were the most important reasons for visiting geotechnica. 
Making and cultivating contacts was stated as a reason by 
58.9% of respondents. Direct purchasing or the placing 
(8.7%), or making preparations for orders (15.8%) were not 
stated as often due to the complexity of most of the 
geotechnical projects and the scope of investments. The 
high level of decision-making competence was confirmed 
by the following statements: 78.9% of trade visitors played 
either a key role (25.2%) in purchasing decisions in their 
companies and organizations, shared responsibility in this 
area (41%), or performed an advisory function (12.7%). 

The theme of the 1995 geotechnica Congress has been 
fixed: with its lecture programme, the International Trade 
Fair and Congress for Geosciences and Geotechnology 
(Tuesday, 2nd to Friday, 5th May 1995), will be devoted to 
the "Geosciences and geotechnology in the field of tension 
between ecology and economics". In K61n Messe's 
Congress Centre West, the Congress will cover the 
spectrum - as the subtitle suggests - "from natural 
resources to recycling". As in previous years, the organizer 
of the Congress is the Alfred Wegener Foundation (AWS), 
Bonn, which along with K61n Messe, the other organizer, is 
also the conceptual sponsor of geotechnica. "Geoanalytics 
and prognostics", "Geoinformatics and statistics" as well as 
"Geomanagement" will provide the main themes. 
Qualified lecture proposals can still be submitted to the 
AWS-Gesch~iftsstelle, Wissenschaftszentrum, Ahrstral3e 
45, D-53175 Bonn, by 31st July 1994. The short versions in 
German or English should summarize the essential points 
and not exceed one typewritten page. As in 1993, the 
Congress lectures will again be published at the 
forthcoming event in a specialist book. 

Around 600 exhibitors are expected at geotechnica 
1995. For the first time, it will occupy interconnected hall 
space of 25,000 m 2 in Halls 1 to 3 in the immediate vicinity 
of the Congress Centre. A large number of international 
participants are again expected from the USA and Canada 
as well as from the European geocountries: the 
Netherlands, Great Britain, Switzerland and France. The 
fair will focus on geo-information systems, environmental 
services, surveying, space travel, laboratory and analysis 
technology. 


