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Cannulated Screw Fixation Principles 
and Operative Techniques 
S.E. Asnis, R.F. Kyle (eds) (1996) Springer-Verlag, Heidelberg New- 
York. Hardcover, 325 p., 391 ill., DM 179 (ISBN o-387-94463-X) 

During the last years, the evolution of the surgical treatment of the 
fractures was realized towards not much invasive techniques in order 
to respect at the most the surrounding soft parts. Stanley Asnis was 
one of the pioneers of the use of cannulated screws in the treatment of 
hip fractures and the work published under his direction takes stock 
remarkably of wider indications of this technique. 

After a reminder on biomechanics and metallurgy which the 
indisputable advantages of this type of material, the reader chapter 
after chapter the indication and the operative technique specific to 
each anatomical region. The darity of the anatomical reminders and 
the acute presentation make of this book a particularly didactical 
work for young surgeons who discover this technique. The division of 
the work into chapters written mostly by the leaders in their fields 
(this is particular true concerning the treatment of pelvic and acetabu- 
lar fractures written by D.C. Mears as well as concerning that written 
by P.J. Duwelius about the tibia] plate) make of this work also a refe- 
rence document for the more trained surgeons who will fend in it pre- 
cious technical '~hints". 

To sum up, the work edited under the direction of S.E.Asnis and 
R.F. Kyle constitutes the reference work on the question of canulated 
screwing, technique that Hill still be driven to develop largely thanks 
to the improving of the imaging. If this work is most particularly des- 
tined to surgeons dealing with traumatology, it ~11 also be very useful 
to people implied in the functional rehabilitation of traumatized 
patients. 

G. Taglang 

Atlas of Hip Surgery 
R. Bauer, F. Kerschbanmer, E. Nieder, S. Poisel, H. Wagner, M. 
Wagner (1996) Georg Thieme Verlag, Stuttgart New-York. 334 p., 494 ill., 
DM 398 (ISBN 3-13-1o2461-5 (GTV, Stuttgart), o-86577-6Ol-6 
(TMP, New York)) 

This highly didactical work, starts with the ways of approaches, poste- 
ro-lateral, posterior and transgluteal approach. From a start, we are 
struck by the excellence of the illustrations. A chapter is then dedica- 
ted to the use of the brilliance amplifier and to the hip arthrography. 
The large following chapters are, within the frame of reconstructive 
surgery, the acetabulum surgery (osteotomies,acetabuloplasties), then 
from the proximal femur end (all the osteotomies, the epiphysiodeses, 
arthrodesis), with, always, as aforesaid, sketches and drawings of a 
quality beyond reproach. 

The total hip replacement of first intention starts then with the 
acetabulum prosthetic surgery in the shape of a cemented cup, of 
screwed acetabulum of Zweymttller, of support ring of Miiller. One 
would have liked a description of an impacted press-fit acetabulum. 
The femoral part described first is that of the Miiller technique, then a 
cementless stem (Spotorno). Follows an example of custom made 
prosthesis. The author had, one understands this, to make a choice for 
his examples but the drawings are so well explicit that anyone Mll be 
able to get inspired by them whatever the type of prosthesis, cemen- 
ted, cementless or custom made, he will prefer to use. 

The fourth great chapter is dedicated to the reoperative arthro- 
plasty and represents a third of the work. The surgical approach of the 
articulation in all its steps, from the simple opening to the freeing of 
an entire femur, down to the knee, is described. The extraction tech- 
niques of the prosthetic pieces (femoral windows), the removal of the 
acetabula are thoroughly presented. And last come the reimplantation 
techniques with, as an end, the example of a total femoral replacement 
(hip and knee) ultimate answer whose existence deserves to be 
known. 

This book should take its place in the library of all orthop0edician, 
specialized in the hip surgery or generalist, if he operates hips too. It 
will be of interest to the confirmed elder who ~ fmd rapidly markers 
in it, as well as the young who Hill review in a useful way the interven- 
tions he x~JJ assist, before performing them himself. 

P. Kehr 
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