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An Atlas of Flaps in Limb Reconstruction 
A.C. Masquelet, A. Gilbert, with illustrations by L. Dorn (1995) 
Martin Dunitz, London. 27o p., 99,5o £ (ISBN 1-85317-172-7) 

Limb reconstruction made a definitive advance in the last 2o years, 
with the development of local or free flaps to restore function or to 
repair large defects. Cooperation between orthopaedic and plastic 
surgeons improved the clinical and functional results, but the most 
confident way is clearly that both orthopaedic and plastic proce- 
dures are carried out by the same team, as Masquelet and Gilbert 
advocate it. This book appears to be the reference guide for all 
orthopaedic or plastic surgeons dealing with reconstructive surge- 
ry. 

The basic principles of vascular anatomy and preoperative 
planning are explained with beautiful illustrations, and allow to 
understand very clearly the decision tree, even for beginners. Then 
all possible flaps are described by zone: upper limb, lower limb, 
thorax, abdomen, pelvis. Each chapter follows the same course: 
introduction, indications, vascular supply of the flap, operative 
procedure (with numerous illustrations for each important step), 
possible other procedures or difficulties. The last chapter deals with 
the indications for pedicled island flaps for each anatomical zone, 
and graphically explains the respective indications for a definite 
zone. 

No plastic reconstructive surgery for traumatic or orthopaedic 
disorders should be performed without have read this book. 

J. Y. Jenny 

Management of Open Fractures 
Ch.M. Court-Brown, M.M. McQueen, A.A. Quaba (eds) (1996) 
Martin Dunitz, London. Hardcover, 352 p., 65,oo £ (ISBN 1-85317-n4-X) 

The Rationale of Operative Fracture Care (2nd edn) 
J. Schatzker, M. Tile (1997) Springer-Verlag, Berlin Heidelberg New York. 
Hardcover, 633 p., 557 figs. in 191o ill., DM 348 (ISBN 3-54o-59388-8) 

This second edition constitutes an encyclopaedic work about the 
modern treatment of fractures. The contents table is based upon the 
AO classification of the fractures and starts thus logically with the 
fractures of the upper end of the humerus. The spine, pelvis and ace- 
tabulum fractures come in between upper limb and lower limb. 
The reader will find again the AO sketches and if the treatment is 
essentially based on ideas of the Manrice Mfiiler school, it is neverthe- 
less eclectic as the more recent methods are presented and debated in 
it. For example, the locked nailing of Grosse and Kempf finds its place 
and the gamma nail is mentioned. 

There is for each fracture the reminder of the dassification, the 
surgical treatment is precised regarding its clinical and radiological 
indications, and it does often has a reference to the notion of "perso- 
nality" of the fracture which is defined according to the type of fractu- 
re, the attack of soft tissues, the personal factors of the injured patient. 
The surgical approach, the osteosyntheses means available, the post- 
operative care are described in a precise way. 

This book must find its place in every traumatology surgeon's 
library and be available to any training assistant. 

P. Kehr 

The team of C.Court-Brown in Edinburgh is known to be a serious 
defender of intramedullary nailing, and their work about the septi- 
cal risk after nailing of an open fracture is very often quoted. 
However this book deals with all treatments of open fractures, but 
with a special place for intramedullary nailing. 

The book begins with an intersting historical report of the 
treatment of open fractures. The various classifications are descri- 
bed, with their respective advantages and inconvenients: the refe- 
rence is the Gustilo classification, but further imporvements are 
required. Basic principles of epidemiolgy, bacterial contamination 
and wound assessment and management are emphasized. Then all 
fractures sites are independently described, with all possible tech- 
niques of treatment, respective results and indications. The ques- 
tion of reamed or unreamed intramedullary nailing is discussed. A 

very important chapter deals with the relationship between plastic 
surgery and orthopaedic trauma surgery, followed by a description 
of the anatomy of the skin and soft tissues, the planning of soft-tis- 
sue surgery, and the technique of local or free flaps. Some other 
points are too shortly mentioned: management of bone loss, dia- 
gnosis and treatment of compartment syndromes, post-traumatic 
osteomyelitis, management of non-union. 

All surgeons dealing with open fractures should have the 
opportunity to read this book, which describes the present state of 
the art in the management of open fractures. However, literature is 
incomplete, and some french-speaking papers should have be men- 
tioned. 

J. Y. Jenny 
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