
254 Notes 

In  a preliminary experiment, children were given 
70 ~g of iron per kilogram bodyweight intravenously 
in order to obtain a curve from which occupancies 
could be measured. Two days later the same children 
received 700 ~g/kg of iron by stomach tube. The blood 
concentrations were determined for a period of eight 
hours. 

By combining the two curves with a desk computer, 
transfer values were calculated and were then com- 
pared to the oral dose at  all concentration levels 
measured. 

A healthy child absorbed about 25% of the dose 
administered, a process which was completed after 
four hours. An iron deficient premature infant, three 
weeks old, absorbed only one tenth of the dose over 
the same time period, whereas a two years old girl with 
extreme iron deficiency absorbed 65% of the oral dose. 

All the curves have a sigmoid shape indicating that  
more than one compartment lies between the stomach 
and the blood. The upper branch of each curve deviates 
markedly from a simple exponential relationship. One 
explanation of this would be that  the iron preparation 
passes beyond the iron-absorbing section of the in. 
testine, thus adding a new kinetic component to the 
process of absorption (Kiibler 1965, 1970). 

The rule of corresponding fractional areas meets 
the demands of the clinical pharmacologist. I t  is 
simple and consistent, and its application to real 

problems is not restricted by a need for expensive 
computing equipment, nor by the use of sophisticated 
mathematical techniques, in fact, not even knowledge 
of the underlying pharmacokinetie model is essential. 
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Notes 

Burroughs Wellcomc Fund Endows Professorship in Clinical Pharmacology at Johns Hopkins Medical School 

The Burroughs Welleome Fund has announced the 
endowment of The Wellcome Professorship in Clinical 
Pharmacology at  the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine. 

The Fund was started just over 15 years ago. I t  
initiated in 1959 a series of 5-year Clinical Pharma- 
cology Awards designed to attract  outstanding young 
physicians into the field of clinical pharmacology. The 
Fund has made Awards, now $ 125,000 each, to 20 
medical schools, amounting to a total  commitment in 
excess of $ 2 millions. 

The goals of the program in Clinical Pharmacology 
at Johns Hopkins involve the teaching of pharma- 
cology and therapeutics as a continuum throughout 
the medical curriculum and the provision of advanced 
training in clinical pharmacology to house staff, faculty 
and practicing physicians. Research in Clinical Phar- 
macology requires a thorough grounding in basic 
scientific principles, and for this reason the close col- 
laboration between medicine and pharmacology de- 
partments, as well as other basic science departments, 
is an essential ingredient of a successful program. 

Erratum 

I n  t he  paper  on "Kine t i c  Studies  on the  Absorpt ion  and  Exc re t i on  of 4-Al lyloxy-3-Chlorphenylacet ic-Acid 
(Alclofenac) in M a n "  by  R.  Roncucc i  e t  el., publ ished in Europ .  J .  elin. Pharmaeol .  3, 176--181 (1971), t h e  name  
of the fotu~h author must be: ~[. Staquet. 
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