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                    Abstract
The first total synthesis of an organic compound, that of the hydrocyanide by C.W. Scheele in 1783 is remembered and it is pointed to its significant effect on further famous syntheses in the first half of the 19th century. A nearly unknown reaction done by J.W. Döbereiner in 1816 is considered as the precursor of today's technical important syntheses of hydrocarbons and other organic products starting from coal and water. Short biographies of Scheele and Döbereiner are included.
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