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Heading north.. .  

As some of you may have noticed, the Editorial Office of 
Diabetologia has moved. After a long and successful 
stay in Dt~sseldorfthe office has now settled down at the 
more nothern latitude of Uppsala, Sweden, where it will 
remain for the next four years. This is the first time in its 
entire life that Diabetolgia will be edited outside either 
England or Germany and only time will tell whether the 
experiment will be successful. In any case, the transfer of 
the Editorial Office has required a renewal of its staff, 
with a change of both Editor-in-Chief and Assistant Edi- 
tors. The local staff in Uppsala now consists of three 
clinicians, namely Christian Berne (internal medicine), 
Torsten Tuvemo (paediatrics), and Bengt Vessby (geriat- 
rics), and of two basic scientists, Arne Andersson and 
myself, both in medical cell biology. We have been ex- 
tremely lucky in getting Ms. Sarah Hills, former secre- 
tary of James Jackson of the EASD in London, as our 
Editorial Assistant. When these lines are written she is 
just beginning to adapt to the darkness, cold and snow of 
the Scandinavian winter. We look forward however, to a 
pleasant and productive collaboration in the warmer, 
and more comfortable milieu interieur of the Editorial 
Office, which is located at the Biomedical Centre of 
Uppsala University. The transfer of the office from Dfis- 
seldorf to Uppsala has been extremely smooth thanks to 
the tireless help and support from the outgoing Editor- 
in-Chief Michael Berger and Editorial Assistant Ms. 
Christine Tripp, to whom we express our warmest 
thanks. 

Some changes of both Associate Editors and mem- 
bers of the Advisory Board have taken place by rotation. 
The following new Associate Editors are warmly wel- 
comed: J. Fagius (Uppsala), J. Fuller (London), •. Lern- 
mark (Seattle) and G. Tamas (Budapest). It is also a plea- 
sure to welcome the following new members of the Advi- 
sory Board: M. Berger (DUsseldorf), E. Ferrannini (Pisa), 
N. Freinkel (Chicago), Y. Kanazawa (Tokyo) and R.Lar- 
kins (Melbourne). On this occasion our warmest thanks 
are due to all outgoing members of the Editorial Board 
for their invaluable contributions over the years which 
will greatly help us to keep up the standard of the journal. 

Diabetologia was born in 1965, and is now one of the 
leading journals of diabetology in the world (at least in 
the opinion of its new Editor-in-Chief). After passing 
through adolescence in the nineteen seventies, Diabeto- 
logia is now in a most glamorous and fertile period in its 
life. For a journal, however, this is certainly not a devel- 
opment which would occur on its own, and enormous 
credit for the scientific excellence and success of Dia- 
betologia should therefore be given to the former Editor- 
in-Chief, Michael Berger. This is a very appropriate 

place to salute him for his unfailing and successful ef- 
forts in further developing Diabetologia into a most effi- 
cient instrument for communication within the scientific 
community in general, and among diabetologists in par- 
ticular. His contributions deserve gratitude and admira- 
tion, not only from the readers of the journal, but also 
from the diabetic patients who are the ultimate benefi- 
ciaries of the information thus transmitted to their doc- 
tors. 

All of us who work at the Uppsala Editorial Office 
fully appreciated, when we accepted the task, the respon- 
sibility which running an international journal would 
naturally impose. One of the most burning questions, of 
course, is how to maintain and develop further the excel- 
lency, relevance and size of the journal, and last but by 
no means least, the interest of the readers in a world full 
of journals devoted to diabetology. The success and effi- 
cacy of any scientific journal, no doubt, is a result of the 
interplay between the authors, editors and readers and 
the smoothness of this process is of  critical importance 
for the end result. The new Editorial Board will try to 
maintain this exchange at the highest possible level and 
sees no reason to alter the general policy of the journal. 
Attention will be paid to keep the: truly international 
character of Diabetologia and contributions from all 
over the world are welcome. Modern diabetology in- 
volves a wide spectrum of disciplines, from sociology 
and psychology, across the clinical sciences, to molecu- 
lar biology, and it is hoped that this will be reflected in 
the content of  the journal. The open and active debate 
between the readers in the "Letters" section will hope- 
fully continue and develop, and review articles and 
workshop reports will summarise the latest news in the 
field. Suggestions for supplements are also welcomed al- 
though, traditionally, Diabetologia applies a rather re- 
strictive policy in this context. The most important part 
of the journal, of course, are the original articles, which 
communicate the most recent, up-to-date knowledge to 
the readers. In this context, the speed of publication is 
more important than ever and all efforts will be made to 
reduce the publication time as mulch as possible. We 
heavily rely on the help of our reviewers to fulfill this 
task, and with the assistance of Springer-Verlag we will 
try to minimise the rest of the editorial process as much 
as possible. Altogether, the Editor-in-Chief, on behalf of 
the whole Editorial Board, is looking forward to a pleas- 
ant and efficient exchange with the readers, authors, re- 
viewers and the publisher over the coming four years. 

Claes Hellerstr6m, Uppsala 
1 January 1989 


