
The Marine Environment . J. Lenihan & W. W. Fletcher
(Eds.) Environment and Man. Vol. 5 170 pp. ill . Blackie
& Sons Ltd. Glasgow 1977 . £ 8 .90.

As stated in the Series Forword, this volume was com-
posed for the benefit of ` . . .practitioners and students in
science, engineering, medicine, administration and
planning . . . and members of the general public . . .' . It
consists of five chapters, written by different authors, all
authorities in their specific discipline . Thus, it is not in-
tended for the biological oceanographer, but every bio-
logist will admire the lucid first chapter, in which Paul
Tett gives an admirable survey of marine production
ecology, fisheries and mariculture . In less than fifty pages
the basic principles are clearly outlined, but the many
problems yet to be solved are stated as well .

The second chapter by Nelson-Smith deals with the
biological consequences of oil spills and is mainly a con-
densation of previously published work and comments.

The third chapter on inorganic wasts, on the other
hand, is quite different from the previous two, as here
E. J. Perkins, after a general outline of the problem,
gives not earlier published data from studies undertaken
in the Solway Firth and elsewhere in England by himself
and other workers from the University of Strathclyde .
The ideas expressed here on the relationship between pH
and toxicity, on the dumping of inorganic wastes from
the mining of china clay in Cornwall and its influence on
the benthic fauna, the dumping of Calcium sulphate and
on eutrophication, will immediately hold the attention of
the hydrobiologist .

However, as the book is primarily intended for the
non-initiated reader, I doubt whether it was wise to men-
tion in such a brief way as is done here Lucas' theory of
non-predatory relationships by means of secretion of or-
ganic material. The author specifically mentions it as a
hypothesis, but, after my opinion, this highly compli-
cated and controversial matter could have better been
deleted in this context .

The book ends with two chapters on power production
from the tides and waves and on desalination, both
authoritative surveys, useful for those interested in the
environmental consequences of these processes .

K. F . Vaas
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K. L. Lagler, J . E . Bardach, R. T . Miller & D . R . Passino .
Ichthyology 2nd Ed . 510 pp . ill . John Wiley & Sons Ltd .
New York. £ 13 .50 . $ 23.50 .

Ichthyologists and fishery workers the world over and
also many hydrobiologists will be interested to learn that
a second edition was published in June 1977 of Lagler's
well know book, this time with the collaboration of the
fish biochemist Dora R. Passino .

As all of them will be most familiar with the first edi-
tion of 1962, they will be eager to hear in how far the origi-
nal text has been changed and where it has been extended .
In view of the merits of the original text, I presume they
will be glad to find that the contents of the book have only
been updated by incorporation of recent findings and
ideas, as a glance through the table of contents will quick-
ly tell them . The classification of the subject remained
much the same and only a few new illustrations have
been added .
Those chapters where new evidence had been found in

the last fourteen years, have been enlarged. Examples can
be found under such headings as ancestors of vertebrates,
taxonomy, sex determination, role of minerals and
vitamines in metabolism, swimming, body temperature
regulatory mechanisms, fecundity and the impact of
continental drift on zoogeography of fishes, and of
course, in nearly all reference lists at the end of each
chapter .

I, personally, was so unfortunate to receive a copy with
a dozen blank pages in the subject index. No doubt this is
an exception!

Teachers, students and research workers will all wel-
come this new 'Lagler' and use it with as much pleasure
as the earlier one .

K. F. Vaas
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