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The field of studies on pathology of aquatic organisms
has expanded rapidly in the last decade, resulting also in
an increasing production of specialized publications.
Within this development the publication of `Fish Pathol-
ogy' takes a remarkable position with its contents and
make-up. The book can be classified as a composed work

with several contributors, each in their particular area of
competency .

`Fish Pathology' is arranged in 14 chapters each show-
ing a systematic and cohesive structure . The central sub-
ject of the book is dealing with the causative agents of fish
diseases, divided in 4 chapters headed `The Virology of

Teleosts', `The Bacteriology of Teleosts', `The Mycology
of Teleosts' and `The Parasitology of Teleosts'. The first
three chapters mentioned offer a valuable source of infor-
mation composed in a surveyable manner by splitting
the features of the aetiological agents in concise blocks as
habitat, morphology, culture, isolation, epizootiology,
histopathology, etc. The chapter on parasitology is
arranged in the major systematic groups of parasites fol-
lowed by a section dealing with the occurrence of parasites
in the several tissue systems of fish . This section can also
be qualified as very informative concerning the variety of
parasites occurring in fish and the problems they may
cause .

The sections surrounding the central subject of the
book are dealing with other indispensable topics in fish
pathology as pathophysiology, immunology, neoplasia,
nutritional pathology and non-infections diseases. The
chapters on `The Aquatic Environment' and `The Anato-
my and Physiology of Teleosts' can be described as very
useful for basic insights in the complex matter of environ-

mental parameters and the anatomical/histological fea-
tures of fish . The chapter on `Laboratory Methods' de-
serves special worth of mention for its good presentation
of the most valuable routine methods and standard
techniques in use in fish pathology . `Therapy of Fish
Diseases' and `Husbandry and Management in Relation
to Disease are the closing chapters of the book and deal
with practical informations . The book is concluded with
an extensive bibliography followed by a species index as
useful surplus additional to the excellent index .
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The text is printed in double column format and has a
well-readable character with some tendency to a lecturing
style. There are many well-chosen illustrations of good
quality, which can also be said about the colour plates.
Based on the subjects of the book which are in the field of

my specialization I can say that errors and inconsistencies
are nearly absent and minor. If I force myself to mention
such a minor error it can be said for example that colour
plate 6.3f shows probably not a plaice (as is suggested in
the letter-press) but a flounder. In summary, one may
say that the aim of the book to provide background infor-
mation for all kind ofdisciplines involved in fish diseases
is certainly achieved and Dr. Roberts and contributors

are to be congratulated on producing this book . It is an

attractive and valuable book for a wide range ofscientists
or institutes working in the field of fish diseases, aqua-
culture and fisheries .

P. van Banning
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