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O B I T U A R Y  

Professor Dr. Abd El-Halim Nasr 

1908 - 1972 

PROF. DR. A. H.  NASR the head of the Botany Department, Faculty 
of Science, Alexandria University (1954-1 966), Dean of the same 
Faculty (1961-1966), and Dean of the Faculty of Science and Arts 
in Kwait University (1966-1972), died in Egypt on August 30, 
1972. 

His premature death is deeply mourned by all of us and to those 
who were intimately associated with him, it is a great personal loss. 

I find it a privilage to be his student, and in this inadequate 
sketch of his life, I mean to give the reader an opportunity of 
gaining more intimate knowledge about his life and work. 

I first met him as Lecturer in botany in the Faculty of Science of 
Cairo University. His lectures were brief but inspiring and it was, 
however, in the practical class that he made himself felt best. As 
Professor of botany in the Faculty of Science of Alexandria Univer- 
sity, where I took up  research in marine algae under his directions, 
I came to know and admire him. 

During his life time, he directed several lines of research work 
concerning algae, established a phycological school and did a lot of 
constructive objects. 

As he had spent several years at Ghardaqa Marine Biological 
Station on the Red Sea, he was very well acquainted with the flora 
of the place and is still regarded as the only authority in this field. 

He has securely established his reputation as Algologist in other 
countries as well. 

The move for a Botanical Society in the Faculty of Science of 
Alexandria University was first initiated by him and was brought 
into being largely by his own efforts and enthusiasm. 

When he retired (1966), he was appointed as a Dean of the 
Faculty of Science and Arts in Kwait University. When reaching 
there, instead of taking a well deserved rest as the conditions of his 
health demanded, he started his work in full swing. He was working 
hard up to the time of his death. 

"Do for your students what I have done for you"; I shall never 



forget that sentence, to me it is pregnant with meaning. I have kept 
that as my ideal and have always tried to work up to it. He knew this 
and his letters to me showed that he appreciated it. 

I t  was his heart's desire to die in Egypt, serving it in several lines 
and leaving behind him a devoted wife, a girl and two young men. 
Their grief is the greatest but they may derive some consolation 
from the fact that his death is mourned by many others. 
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