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The Cell Biology of Sponges, by Tracy L. Simpson. 
Springer Verlag: Berlin, New York, Tokio 1984. 
662 pages, 212 figs, DM 258. 

As sponges have a variable shape, the study of 
sponges has essentially been a study of cells; 
sponges proved to be cell-aggregations showing 
several unusual features. Simpson’s book contains 
an extensive study of these cells and their unusual 
features. In several instances I appreciated the ex- 
treme care with which the author evaluates con- 
flicting results: in many instances the final conclu- 
sion is that future research is needed. Older results 
are not necessarily discarded when more recent 
ones contradict them (e.g. p. 410). 

It is remarkable that the major progress in the 
study of sponges has been and is still a matter of 
French speeking people and the author discussed 
his work with several of them while on sabattical 
leave in France; moreover the Foreword is from the 
distinguished French ‘Maitre de la Recherche’ R. 
Garrone. As it is mentioned in the Foreword ‘This 
book is rendered unusual in the number and quali- 
ty of its illustrations: almost 600 illustrations, of 
which more than 500 are photographs, the vast 
majority being electron micrographs. The tables 
and illustrations make this work very convenient to 
consult and give to it an exceptional, informative 
quality’. 

This book is very valuable and has to be consult- 

ed by every one teaching invertebrate zoology at 
university level. 

E. Geraert 

Museum collections and computers. Report of an 
ASC Survey compiled by Lenore Sarasan and 
A. M. Neuner. 

The use of a computer in a museum is not as easy 
as has been thought; this book contains a warning 
‘A computer project is a complex, time-consuming 
job requiring a high level of data processing exper- 
tise at its inception and almost constant and un- 
divided attention during its implementation’. 

In the first chapters the pitfalls are explained and 
some remedies are presented. In chapter 3 the 
several steps are explained one has to take into ac- 
count before a computerprogram can be helpful in 
handling a large data file. Chapter 4 explains what 
has to be done for Designing, Installing and 
Documenting the ‘System’. Chapter 5 fills the ma- 
jor part of the book and gives a survey of Northern 
American Musea where the computer is used. 

This book is largely based on experience and al- 
though the introductory chapters are general and 
condensed, you better start reading them before us- 
ing a computer for your museum collection. 

E. Geraert 


