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                                     Abstract
Taylor has contended that according to Jacobs (1969), ‘cities in networks’ have existed for thousands of years (Taylor 2012). Cities can be regarded as the original form of cooperation, agglomeration and international trade in human society and economy. Cluster and agglomeration processes within cities, combined with network/city connectivity processes between cities (Taylor 2012), have improved economic productivity by generating integrated markets, labour pools, new technologies and innovations. There is no doubt that agglomeration and network effects together make contemporary cities the critical inter-connected nodes for human reproduction, creativity and economic growth.
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                             Notes
	1.The standard industrial classification by 4 digit codes in the US, established in 1937.


	2.FDI Markets is a central bank of information on the globalization of business. The service tracks crossborder greenfield investment across all sectors and countries worldwide, with real-time monitoring of investment projects, capital investment and job creation.


	3.ORBIS is an online database by Bureau van Dijk that contains information on over 170 million companies worldwide, with an emphasis on private company information.


	4.China Data Online is an online database by China Data Center in University of Michigan that contains comprehensive statistical data of China.


	5.MDS is a means of visualizing the level of similarity of individual cases in a dataset. It refers to a set of related ordination techniques used in information visualization, in particular to display the information contained in a distance matrix.


	6.Degree evaluates the amount of each node’s direct linkages; closeness is each node’s sum of geodesic distances with other nodes in the network; betweenness evaluates the extent of each node locating in others’ geodesic distances.


	7.Core-periphery is an ideal pattern which divides row and column into two categories. In an ideal pattern, nodes in a core block connect with each other completely so its density is 1. Nodes in a periphery block have no connections with each other so its density is 0 while they may have some connections with core nodes.


	8.A clique is a sub-set of a network in which the actors are more closely and intensely tied to one another than they are to other members of the network.


	9.Cutpoints are the nodes that divide a graph into two disconnected sub-graphs. The divisions into which cutpoints divide a graph are called blocks.
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