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                    Abstract
This chapter describes the efforts of Muslim basti-dwellers at transforming a segregated and peripheral yet culturally vibrant life space by engaging with state actors through ‘slum’ redevelopment programmes as well as collaborating with civil society groups. The study argues that processes of urban transformation shaped by global flows of capital, ideas and technologies create environments where claims to and ownership of the city’s material (land, property) as well as sociocultural resources are (re)configured by local Muslim residents. As urban subalterns and entrepreneurial subjects, they not only reimagine the mohalla reunited with the city’s socio-spatial landscape but also actively engage in remaking it. The changing agenda of urban (re)development influenced by global capital flows on the one hand and the influential global human rights discourse on the other have created new opportunities for the city’s local elites as well as the disenfranchised. For basti-dwelling Muslims as constituents of the city’s urban subalterns, these efforts highlight the urgent need to expand the ideological terrain, where newer possibilities of sociocultural transformation as well as the inclusion of diverse community needs can be realized.
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                    Notes
	1.Names of individuals have been replaced with pseudonyms.


	2.The word basti means settlement in Hindi and Marathi. I choose to use the term basti as opposed to slum, as this is what is colloquially used by those who reside there to describe their localities.


	3.Rafi Nagar I is considerably larger comprising 3000 households, most of which possess documents to prove their ‘legal’ status.


	4.Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation.


	5.This is an unofficial estimate based on those of local NGOs and elected representatives in the area. Official sources do not give segregated data based on religion and language.


	6.For a detailed account on the history of Shivaji Nagar and its living conditions, see Contractor (2011).


	7.This is a term largely used by the state administration and the use of which has transcended into popular usage by the media, non-state policy actors including NGOs and INGOs. It can be argued that its usage has had a far-reaching impact on Indian urbanism through elitist connotations of nuisance tied to dominant perceptions of conduct and visual aesthetics (Ghertner 2011).


	8.Fieldwork was conducted in 2009–2010 and 2016.


	9.It is probably important to note that despite the communalization of city politics in the 1940s, there was no mass exodus of Muslims from Bombay to Pakistan after 1947. For a detailed discussion, see Hansen (2001).


	10.For a detailed account of the birth and rise of the Shiv Sena, see Gupta (1982), Heuze (1995), Lele (1995), Sen (2008) and Eckert (2003).


	11.For the worst affected areas in the city during the 1992–1993 riots, see the Srikrishna Commission report (1998) and the report of the Indian People’s Human Rights Tribunal (1994).


	12.The largest slum in the city if not in Asia.


	13.However, the issue of cleaning up Bombay was not limited to the slums. Clearing the footpaths and removal of beggars have been high on Shiv Sena’s agenda for a long time and continue to be targetted (see Hansen 2001).


	14.Floor space index (FSI) refers to a certain permissible land to construction ratio that prescribes how much construction is permissible on a certain piece of land. This is governed under the Maharashtra Regional and Town Planning Act. An associated instrument is TDR or Transferable Development Rights of a particular piece of land which cannot be realized on the same land because the land and the development on it area protected (see Nainan 2008).


	15.According to Nainan (2008), a ward-wise analysis of where slum Transferable Development Rights (TDR) has been granted in the city shows that 64 % (21,74,478.41 m2) of all the TDR generated in lieu of slum rehabilitation has been granted in M ward. And most of this generated TDR has been consumed in Juhu in K (west) and Santacruz in H (west) wards, both part of some of the high-end segments of the city.


	16.For a discussion on this paradigm shift, see Anand and Rademacher (2011).
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