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                                     Abstract
Land is one of the most fundamental assets in the agricultural sector because it is the gateway through which people gain access to many other assets and opportunities. This chapter examines gender and land issues, identifying the gender gap in land rights and examining ways to redress this gap. The first section frames the discussion in terms of the four major ways by which women acquire legal and customary rights to land, and the obstacles to women’s secure land tenure. The second section explores the nature and extent of the global gender land gap and the importance of going beyond common notions such as management, ownership, and headship, when discussing land tenure security. The third section looks at a number of strategies undertaken by a variety of actors—including governments, aid agencies, and civil society organizations—to lessen the gender land gap, organized broadly around three types of interventions: strengthening women’s land rights, redistribution of land rights, and improving the implementation of reforms. The chapter concludes that closing the gender land gap must go beyond reforms that affect only landownership, to include those that affect the multiple ways through which women and men acquire land, whether through legal or statutory means, the family, the market, or civil society.
Keywords
	Gender
	Land
	Property rights
	Inheritance
	Communal land
	Land reform




                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                   This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution.
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    
                                
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
 
  
   Buying options

   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD   29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD   89.00
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as EPUB and PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD   119.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD   169.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only
Learn about institutional subscriptions
  

 

 
 


                                        

                                    
                                
                            

                            

                            
                            
                                
                            


                            

                            

                             Notes
	1.In the context of marital regimes, community property refers to the joint property of husband and wife, not of the community where they live or to which they belong.


	2.This discussion draws from World Bank et al. (2009).


	3.In many matrilineal regimes, land is not necessarily vested in women; rather, land is transferred to men via the uterine (mother’s) line.


	4.These systems are often referred to as “communal tenure,” but in this context, “community” or “communal” refers to the clan, lineage, or residential community, not the households, as in the context of property rights within marital regimes.


	5.Federal Negarit Gazetta Extra Ordinary Issue No. 1/2000 The Revised Family Code Proclamation No. 213/2000.


	6.The data come from the nationally representative Rural Economic and Demographic Survey (REDS) administered over 2006–2009. An analysis across all states (using the same REDS database) by Brulé (2011) of the 2005 amendment to the HAS shows that for the great majority of states, the impact has been mixed and insignificant. Brulé argues that an analysis of the 2005 amendment impact is more reliable because the passage of that amendment is more plausibly exogenous to local socio-political dynamics.


	7.See Platteau (2008) for a critical review of this literature with regard to Africa.


	8.Deere and León (2001, 96) state that by 1989, eight years after the start of the land reform, only 9.6 percent of the beneficiaries were women.


	9.According to Article 189 of the Federal Constitution (1988), “The beneficiaries of distribution of rural land through agrarian reform shall receive title deeds or concessions of use. These shall be granted to the man or woman, or to both, irrespective of their marital status, according to the terms and conditions set forth by law.”


	10.For example, until 2000, the agrarian reform registration form (cadastro) did not have space for writing in the names of two persons. INCRA also insisted on naming men as beneficiaries—if a woman applied, INCRA officials would ask the whereabouts of the spouse, and in the absence of a spouse, they would try to grant beneficiary status to a son.


	11.For more information, see http://www.icrw.org/where-we-work/training-grassroots-paralegals-help-women-exercise-their-property-rights
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