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“Man is a being, intelligent and gifted with the faculty of comprehending the abstract. Thanks to this faculty, man has conceived the ideal, and realized poesy; he has conceived the infinite, and created mathematics. Such is the immense distinction which separates the human race so widely from the animals, which makes him a being apart and absolutely new upon the globe. Comprehending the ideal and the infinite, creating poetry and algebra, such is man! To find and understand this formula


$${\left( {a + b} \right)^2} = {a^2} + 2ab + {b^2}$$


,
or the algebraic idea of negative quantities, this is the peculiar characteristic of man.”
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