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                                    Abstract
In 1988 Stephen Hawking, a mathematician and physicist, published a book1 for the broader public, which soon after appearance became a best-seller. It was translated in more than 20 languages and, in parallel, a series of extended interviews were asked and given for important newspapers and magazines in many countries. Meanwhile more than 8 years have passed, and several studies have dealt with the physical2 and philosophical3-5 aspects treated in this book. In the following, a outline of the book and an analysis of the philosophical elements is given in the light of the metaphysics of Aristotle and Aquinas. The focus hereby is laid on the aspects relevant to the question of the existence of God.
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