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                                    Abstract
This paper is a contribution to the causal theory of special-relativistic (Minkowski) space-time.1 My aim is to give an axiomatic characterization of temporally symmetric causal relations in Minkowski space-time, to show precisely the relation of causal to metrical structure, and to explicate the thesis that space-time ‘has’ a causal and topological structure which ‘underlies’ its metrical structure.2 The paper is largely mathematical in content, but many comments concerning the system appear as notes. Acquaintance with basic topological notions and with the Minkowski formalism of special relativity is presupposed.3 I shall first state the main result to be established and will then provide the philosophical motivation for the construction.
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