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Neanderthals and their predecessors co-existed with a number of large carnivores. Hence, the Neanderthal predatory niche was shaped by their co-existence with carnivores exploiting the same categories of prey. Here, I analyze cave hyena prey deposits and Neanderthal bone assemblages dating to MIS 3 and 4 to determine the degree of niche overlap between Neanderthals and large carnivores. The results suggest that although the exploited species overlap between Neanderthals and cave hyenas, the emphasis of exploitation was on different animal groups.
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                            Notes
	1.For the hyena assemblages from Bois Roche, Les Plumettes and Rochers-de-Villeneuve, bones identified to herbivore size classes were included in the ∑NISP; this may lead to a slight underestimation of hyena assemblage diversity relative to the Mousterian assemblages.
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