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 As I have indicated in several recent essays, a great deal of valuable scholarly work has been done on virtually all facets of Chinese divination, past and present, since the last major revision of this entry in 2004. One major reason for this interest in divination as an object of academic study is that over time, and by stages, the “Open Policy” inaugurated by the People’s Republic of China in 1978 has vastly expanded the parameters of discourse on traditional Chinese beliefs and practices. During the late 1980s and early 1990s in particular, bursts of “fortune-telling fever” (suanming re) and “Yijing fever” (Yijing re) not only generated a vast popular literature on divination but also encouraged a significant stream of scholarly studies on the subject, both broadly based and more narrowly focused. Some of these works, like the wildly popular Zhongguo gudai suanming shu(The Ancient Divinatory Arts of China, 1990), written by the husband-and-wife-team of Hong Pimo and Jiang Yuzhen,...
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