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                    Abstract
Having been more or less a rubber-stamp parliament for decades, the National Assembly in Bulgaria became after 1989 both the main arena of the dramatic birth of Bulgarian democracy and the key agency in the elaboration, adoption and application of the rules of the democracy game. Parliament was to bear the main burden in the process of laying down the foundations of the new democratic regime and securing its legitimacy. The National Assembly played, and continues to play, a particularly important role as a driving force and catalyst for change in the transition period to democracy, and in the process of democratic consolidation.
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