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   Synonyms

   
    Dysgerminoma; Gonadal neoplasms; Testicular tumors

   

  

 
 
  
   Definition

   
    Testicular cancer represents a group of histologically heterogeneous neoplasms typically arising in gonadal tissue and, uncommonly, arising in extragonadal sites such as the retroperitoneum or mediastinum. Tumors of the testis include germ cell tumors (which include seminomas and nonseminomas) or sex cord tumors (includes (Leydig Cell Tumor, Sertoli, and granulosa cell tumors). With improvement of care, even metastatic disease is now curable in many men with testicular cancer.

   

  

 
 
  
   Characteristics

   
    Incidence

    Testicular cancers represent only 1% of male tumors and 5% of genitourinary malignancies; however, germ cell tumors are the most common malignancy in men between the ages of 20–40 years. These tumors demonstrate a bimodal distribution in occurrence, and they are most often seen in 15–25 year-old men with a second, smaller peak at about age 60. Overall incidence of seminoma peak is in the 40s and nonseminoma in 30s. It...
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