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                     Abstract
The Ilkhanate of Iran emerged in the course of the disintegration of the Great Mongol Empire. In scholarly literature, the Ilkhanate likewise is quite often termed an empire. But, what are the essential characteristics that allow for this label? The editors of this volume, Michael Gehler and Robert Rollinger, in this and previous publications, developed and discussed a catalogue of imperial qualities that facilitate a comparative and global history approach. This chapter follows their guideline and takes up some of their key concepts by comparing the Great Mongol Empire with the Ilkhanate. Legitimacy, self-perception, the exercise of political power, the dynamics of expansion, and the relations with other Mongol polities are among the topics to be examined.
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	1.Komaroff and Carboni (2002); Kunst- und Ausstellungshalle der Bundesrepublik Deutschland (2005).


	2.For a discussion of the sources cf. Morgan (2007, pp. 5–29).


	3.Jackson (2000, pp. 189–210); Morgan (2004); Morgan (2007); Morgan (2016).


	4.Gehler and Rollinger (2014, pp. 1–32).


	5.Ilkhanid Iran was considerably larger than today’s Islamic Republic of Iran, covering areas which today belong to Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, the Republics of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia and Turkey. For maps showing the territories under Mongol expansion and rule cf. Komaroff and Carboni (2002, pp. 8–10); Kunst- und Ausstellungshalle der Bundesrepublik Deutschland (2005, pp. 30–33).


	6.For a brief narrative of events see Spuler (1985, pp. 16–36); Morgan (2016, pp. 99–104).


	7.Spuler (1985, pp. 44–106); Amitai (2004); Morgan (2007, pp. 139–151).


	8.The Mongol empire is discussed extensively along this guideline by Gießauf (2014).


	9.On the procedures of decision-making and ceremonies of succession cf. Hoffmann (2014).


	10.For a discussion of this topic cf. Jackson (2017, p. 97 f).


	11.Hoffmann (2014, p. 272 f).


	12.Hoffmann (2014, pp. 274–279); Jackson (2017, p. 100 f).


	13.Allsen (1987, pp. 30–34).


	14.Allsen (1987, pp. 77–104).


	15.For a concise narrative of events cf. Morgan (2016, pp. 130–139).


	16.Lane (2003).


	17.Juvaini/Boyle (1997, p. 42 f). on the allocation of the uluses by Chinggis Khan. For a thorough discussion of the semantic and factual dimensions and development of this term cf. Jackson (1999).


	18.Jackson (1999, pp. 17–28); Jackson (2017, pp. 101–106).


	19.So we know Hülegü had possessions in China and Tibet while Qubilai in return owned some cattle in Iran: Allsen (2001, p. 49).


	20.Allsen (2001, p. 54).


	21.Allsen (2001, p. 52 f).


	22.Jackson (1978).


	23.On the details of Hülegü’s campaign cf. Smith (2013).


	24.Rashiduddin (1998/1999, pp. 478–479).


	25.For a short but instructive presentation and interpretation of events that resulted in the formation of the Ilkhanate cf. Allsen (2001, pp. 17–23).


	26.Rashiduddin (1998/1999, pp. 480–481). Hoffmann (2014, p. 286).


	27.Juvaini and Boyle (1997, pp. 614; 616–617).


	28.For a discussion of the sources and the pros and cons cf. Morgan (2016, p. 130).


	29.For his biography cf. Rossabi (1988), for a map of Qubilai’s territories ib. p. 111.


	30.For a critical discussion of the dissolution of the Great Mongol Empire and the evolution of the Khanates cf. Jackson (1978) and Jackson (1999). On Qaidu cf. Biran (1997).


	31.Kim (2009, pp. 30–36); cf. p. 34 for his citation of the Japanese scholar Masaaki Sugiyama.


	32.Erdal (1993) has shown that it was in use before the Mongols and in the Mongol period was not confined to the house of Hülegü.


	33.Kim (2009, p. 31 f).


	34.Allsen (2001, pp. 22–30).


	35.Allsen (2001, pp. 17–23).


	36.Allsen (2001, pp. 31–40).


	37.On both Bolad’s amazing careers, first in China, than in Iran cf. Allsen (2001, pp. 63–80).


	38.Spuler (1985, pp. 149–157); Morgan (2016, pp. 237–240).


	39.Cited after Pfeiffer (2013, p. 371), who highlights on the Mongols’ capacity to integrate Muslim discourse into their own worldview.


	40.Melville (1990). On the process of Islamisation of the Mongols in the Ilkhanate cf. Amitai (2001) and Pfeiffer (2013).


	41.Aykut and Aydın (1992).


	42.Melville (2003).


	43.Allsen (2001, p. 33 f.; 37 f.; 39).


	44.Lane (2003, p. 255).


	45.Pistor-Hatam (2014).


	46.Spuler (1985, pp. 288–292) gives a brief overview on provincial government. For more details on client dynasties of Fars, Kerman, and Herat cf. Lane (2003: chap. 5), for Anatolia Melville (2009), for the most recent discussion of Mongol client principalities in general cf. Jackson (2017, pp. 242–268).


	47.Dates of Ilkhanid military expeditions or raids into Ilkhanid territory are briefly sketched in Amitai (2004) for each of the Ilkhans. For fuller details on the first two decades of Mamluk-Ilkhanid warfare cf. Amitai (1995) and for the Chinggisid hostilities cf. Jackson (2017), chap. 7 “The Era of Inter-Mongol Warfare”.


	48.Masuya (2002); Haneda (1997); Blair (1986).


	49.Masuya (2002) with a map of Mongol summer and winter camps on p. 76.


	50.Spuler (1985, pp. 297–299); Jackson (2017, p. 411 f).


	51.Allsen (1987, p. 207).


	52.Smith (1975); Morgan (1979); Allsen (1987, pp. 189–194).


	53.Melville (2013) and Hope (2016).


	54.Morgan (2007, pp. 94–98).


	55.Spuler (1985, p. 238 f).


	56.Aubin (1995); Aigle (2006/2007).


	57.Rossabi (1992).


	58.Jackson (2005, pp. 173–175).


	59.Allsen (2001, pp. 72–80).


	60.Still no monographic biography of Rashīd ad-Dīn exists but a myriad of biographical sketches in articles, introductions to his works. A recent collective volume covers many aspects of his life and achievements: Akasoy et al. (2013).


	61.There are other reasons that contributed to this effect. After Hülegü and Abaqa who reached an age of 50 and 48 respectively, most Ilkhans died rather young: Arghun reached the age of thirty (or thirty-two), Ghazan of thirty-two, Öljeitü of thirty-six and Abū Saʿīd of thirty. At the same time fertility also declined, cf. Hoffmann (2014, p. 291 f). Compare also the respective genealogical charts in Thackston’s translation of the Jāmiʿ at-tawārīkh to be found in the first sections on the individual rulers! Rashiduddin (1998/1999). Smith (2000) argues with habitual dietary decadence and abuse of alcohol.


	62.Spuler (1985, pp. 107–115).


	63.Melville (1999).


	64.Hope (2016).


	65.Allsen (2001, pp. 90–94).


	66.Kim (2009, pp. 15–18) gives an outline of the controversial discussion of Pax Mongolica. He argues that even after the disintegration of the Mongol empire Eurasian long-distance communication was not prevented completely, but that—with the exception of shorter periods—envoys, merchants and others still made their way through hostile uluses.


	67.Allsen (2001, p. 191) give a discussion of the Mongols’ agency in transcultural transmission.


	68.Allsen (2001, pp. 189–211).


	69.Komaroff (2002).


	70.Fragner (1997, pp. 124–127).


	71.Krawulsky (1978, pp. 11–17).


	72.Fragner (1999, pp. 78–81).


	73.Fragner (2013, p. 78).


	74.Fragner (2013, p. 76 f.); Kolbas (2005).
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