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   Synonyms

   
    Shedding of cells; Sloughing of cells

   

  

 
 
  
   Definition

   
    Cell exfoliation (Latin – exfoliare – to strip of leaves) is a process of spontaneous or induced complete detachment of single epithelial cells or groups of cells from an epithelial layer.

   

  

 
 
  
   Characteristics

   
    Exfoliation of cells is one of the main mechanisms of cell loss participating in the homeostatic control of cell population size. Cell exfoliation is a characteristic feature of epithelial tissues forming epithelial layers covering both external body surface (skin epidermis and skin appendages) and surfaces of internal cavities and passages (gastrointestinal tract, respiratory system, and genitourinary system) as well as major exocrine glands and glandular ducts (mammary gland, exocrine pancreas, biliary system, etc.). Cell exfoliation process in normal physiological conditions is closely associated with terminal differentiation and orderly loss of dying cells compensated by permanent cell population renewal. This relationship...
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