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                     Abstract
The Simple Authentication and Security Layer (SASL) is a framework for enabling application protocols to support authentication, integrity and confidentiality services. The SASL was originally specified in RFC 2222, and later updated in RFC 4422, using natural language. However, due to the richness of natural language this involves ambiguities and imprecision. Whilst there is an Oracle implementation of SASL, its documentation also contains informal descriptions and under-defined specifications of the RFCs. This paper provides clarification of ambiguity in SASL using Abstract State Machines (ASMs). This clarification is based on two ASM essential notions: a ground model to capture the intended SASL behavior in an understandable way, and a refinement notion to accurately explicate the ambiguous parts of the behavior. We also show some differences between RFCs and the description of the Oracle implementation. We believe our work can serve as a basis for further implementation and for formal analysis.
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                     Notes
	1.http://asmeta.sourceforge.net/.


	2.All the rules for the refined model that is based on RFC 2222/4422 are available online at https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1204257, while for the refined model which is based on the description of Oracle implementation documentation are available at https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1204242.


	3.The full ground models are available online at https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1200216.
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